Tidings
766 Graceland Ave.
Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-299-5561
www.fccdp.net

June 2019 - Vol. 80 – No. 6
Following Christ, We Connect a Diversity of People with each other and with God!
It’s the Season of….Watermelons!
"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control.”
-Galatians 5:22
One of my favorite things, among many other, I just love about summer is fruit, and more specifically a
watermelon. There is a Proverb that goes like this, according to Lillian Daniel from the UCC’s Daily Devotional,
July 15, 2016:
"You can’t carry two watermelons with one hand."
Try it out this summer if you like, but trust me, you can’t do it. There is a reason these things become proverbs.
They are true! The best proverbs are comical. When you try to picture someone carrying two watermelons in
one hand, it just makes you laugh. It’s so obviously impossible that it’s silly.
But when you are the one trying to do it, it seems quite sane. When you drop a watermelon, it’s the
watermelon’s fault, not yours. Who made these faulty, slippery watermelons that don’t stay put, anyway?
Sometimes we can trick ourselves into doing impossible things. We load too much onto our plates. We carry too
many things at once. And then one of them drops. Or they all do. Or we drop ourselves, in exhaustion. There is
nothing more exhausting than trying to do something impossible.
In Galatians 5:22 we are told, "the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control." That’s a pretty tall order if we have to pull off all those things for
ourselves. Fortunately, we don’t have to. They come to us like gifts, fruits from the tree of the Holy Spirit.
It reminds me of one of my favorite prayer songs:
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
In other words. put down those two watermelons you’ve been trying to carry, and let the Spirit do the work.
And remember, there is no such thing as too much watermelon!
Enjoy your summer,
With love,
Co

Worship Ministry
June 2 – Congregational Meeting
Service of Worship
Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Usher Team

8:00a & 9:30a
10:30a
Les Stein
Acts 16:16-34
Jim Foster

June 9 – Pentecost Sunday
Service of Worship
Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Usher Team

8:00a & 9:30a
10:30a
Dave Horwitz
John 14:8-17, 25-27
Jim Foster

June 16 – Baptism/Father’s Day
Service of Worship
Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Usher Team

8:00a & 9:30a
10:30a
Flo Hoffman
John 16:12-15
Jim Foster

June 23
Service of Worship
Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Usher Team

8:00a & 9:30a
10:30a
Cindie Hoch
Luke 7:1-10
Jim Foster

June 30 – Refugee and Youth Sunday (one service only)
Service of Worship
9:30a
Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)
10:30a
Lay Reader
Youth
Scripture Reading
Luke 7:11-17
Usher Team
Jim Foster

A Note from the Moderator
We have a wonderful church staff! We are fortunate that most of them are also
members of our church. They are all very dedicated to the church, and I thank them
very much for that.
For some of our staff, their job requires them to be present on Sundays to run our
Sunday services and programs. Sunday morning is a work day for them, and they
expect to be asked questions about their programs and upcoming events.
There are others on the staff who do not have job responsibilities on Sundays, but who
come to church to worship. When we see a person it reminds us of things that need to
be asked or done, but please do your best to not ask them about these things on
Sunday mornings. While no one on the staff minds answering a question or two after
service, there are days when it seems everyone has a question or request. Instead, I
ask that you write your question or request down and leave it for them to take care of
later. This will allow them to be able to come to worship without also feeling like they
came to work.
Thank you all for your understanding!
Rhonda Yost

Worship Time Changes – Please Note!
The following Sundays will offer just one worship service so please note the times and
mark your calendar:
June 30th - 9:00am
July 7th - 9:00am
July 14th - 9:00am
July 21st - 9:00am
July 28th - 9.00am

Special Sundays Celebrating our 150th
Birthday:
Sept. 29th - 9:30am
Oct. 6th - 9:30am
Oct. 13th - 9:30am
Oct. 20th - 9:30am
Oct. 27th - 9:30am

Sesquicentennial News

Sesquicentennial News
Congratulation to our Challenge 150 participants for surpassing their benchmarks in
the month of April:
50 Hours: Lowell Handy, Kirsten Tangeros, Sandy Flink, Katy Berman
100 Hours: Jana Haas and Chris Thomas
150 Hours: John Foster, Joanne Kimball, Linda Opalka
We will have a table at the Taste of Des Plaines this year. If you would like to help
work the table, please reach out to Michelle Herrera at 847/338-5718 or
michelleherrera48@gmail.com We need people at our booth on Friday, June 14, 5pm
– 8pm and Saturday June 15, noon -8pm. Anyone interested in helping build the
Independence Day Float and/or walking in the July 4th Parade should reach out to
Joanne Kimball.
Save the date! We hope you will join us for a very special Sesquicentennial Banquet
& Celebration at Manzo's Banquets in Des Plaines on Saturday, October 26. Complete
details will be announced next month.

Orders Continue for FCC Sesquicentennial T-shirts
When you are out and about, please wear your T-shirt! Sesquicentennial T-shirts
(unisex and women’s styles) are available for purchase by signing up in the Church
Office during the week or in Webster Hall on Sunday mornings. Payment due at time
of order. Shirts are made of cotton, with prices as follows: S, M, L, XL - $9; 2X - $10;
3X, 4X and 5X - $11. Also youth sizes available – XS, S, M, L, XL - $8. Cash or Check
payable to First Congregational Church. There are unclaimed T-shirts at church…is one
of them yours? Questions? Please speak with Debbie Walusiak.

Children’s & Adult Education Ministry

Children’s Day 2019 – Honoring our Sunday School teachers, recognizing our FCC girls’
softball team and enjoying hot dogs and playtime in Webster Hall!

Confirmation 2019: Pictured (front, l to r) are Sue Almerigi, CAE coordinator; AJ
Almerigi; Connor Thomas; Caitlin Farrell; Madeleine Larson; Jenna Cooper; Matt
Cameron, Youth Ministries coordinator; and (back) Rev. Co.

Diaconate Ministry
About Those Flowers…
Our Altar flowers on Sunday mornings are ordered in advance, in honor of or in memory
of a loved one. Cost is $20, and forms are available on the credenza outside of the
Church Office. You can turn the form in to the office or put it in the offering plate on
Sunday morning. After the worship service, Altar flowers are delivered to members of
our congregation who are shut-ins or who are ill or mourning a death or perhaps
celebrating a special occasion. Questions? Please speak with Nancy Brink.

Membership & Communications Ministry

Maine West graduates Jimmy Larson and Riley Whittenhall from our congregation
received the Business Department Award and the Fine Arts Department Award,
respectively. Congratulations!

Best Wishes to Our Graduates
(The following names were submitted for publication)
Jimmy Larson graduated from Maine West High School and will attend the University
of Wisconsin/Stevens Point. He is the son of Jim & Heather Larson.
Riley Whittenhall graduated from Maine West High School and will attend Oakton
Community College, with plans to continue her education at the School of the Art
Institute. She is the daughter of Paul & Teena Whittenhall.
Robert Hoch received an MBA from the University of Chicago. He is employed by
Uber Freight. Robert is the son of Cindie & Dave Hoch and the grandson of Betty
Brodie.
Hanna Lynn Schmitt graduated from East Leyden High School and will attend the
University of Illinois in Urbana/Champaign, where she plans to major in Marketing,
with a minor in Business Management. She is the granddaughter of Paul & Jackie
Schmitt.

Nina Masciopinto graduated from Buffalo Grove High School and will attend
Purdue University. She is the daughter of Tony & Joyce Masciopinto and the
granddaughter of Paul & Jackie Schmitt.
Alex Smith has enlisted in the US Navy and will be stationed at Great Lakes for basic
training. He plans to become a Navy rescue swimmer. Alex is the son of Lillye Smith
and the grandson of Bob & Sandy Crocker.
Molly Stryker graduated from Glenbrook South High School and will attend the
University of Florida. She is the daughter of Wendy Stryker and the granddaughter
of Les & Joanne Stein.
Sara Thomas graduated from Cooper Middle School and will attend Buffalo Grove
High School. She is the granddaughter of Bob & Barb McCullough.
Ella Murdy graduated from middle school and will attend Prospect High School. She
is the daughter of Brian Murdy and the granddaughter of Ralph and the late Val
Murdy.
Carter Bielat graduated from high school in Portage, MI and will attend Western
Michigan University, where he plans to study Engineering. He is the grandson of
George Bielat.
Megan Mueller graduated from Elk Grove High School and will attend the School of
Agriculture at Iowa State University. She is the daughter of Sandy (Hoffman) Mueller
and the granddaughter of Flo Hoffman.
Ansebel DuToit graduated from Elmhurst College with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Communications Studies and a Bachelor’s Degree in English Writing. She is the
daughter of Rev. Co & Ellie DuToit.
Lauryn DuToit earned a Master of Science Degree in Library Information Science.
She is the wife of Francois DuToit and the daughter-in-law of Rev. Co & Ellie DuToit.
Zachary Yost graduated from Iroquois Community School and will attend Maine
West High School. He is the son of Rhonda & Quinn Yost.
William G. “Quinn” Grice V, graduated from Heavener (OK) High School and plans to
attend Kiamichi Technical College in Poteau, OK to become an EMT/Paramedic. He
is the son of Will Grice and the grandson of Rev. Dr. & Mrs. William G. Grice III.
Lauren Bianco from our PF group graduated from Glenbrook South High School and
will attend the University of Kentucky.
Peter Langridge from our PF group graduated from Maine West High School and is
undecided about his plans.

New Church Directory Update
A reminder that you can submit your own photo for the new church directory by
emailing it to secretaries@fccdp.org. Details coming soon on how to purchase your
additional photos.

Did You Know…
That you can find us on Instagram at firstcongregational_ucc. Our church also is on
Facebook, which can be accessed through our church website www.fccdp.org.

Mission & Outreach Ministry

Church members and friends met at Big Bend Lake in May to clean up litter as part of an
ongoing program through the Cook County Forest Preserve district. Our church has
adopted Big Bend Lake, and work sessions will continue through November.

ACS Relay for Life June 1 at Maine West – Please Join Us!
The local 2019 “Relay for Life” to benefit the American Cancer Society is scheduled for
June 1 at Maine West High School from 12:00pm to 6:00 pm in Des Plaines. Paul
Schmitt once again will serve as captain of our church team – Thank You, Paul! Our hope
is to have a record number of walkers, sponsors and supporters for the FCC team as we
celebrate our church’s Sesquicentennial year. You can find our team on the ACS Relay
for Life/North Cook website. Questions? Contact Paul at 707/453-7495 or
pschmitt9@hotmail.com.

Taste of Des Plaines
We will have a table at the Taste of Des Plaines this year. If you would like to help
work the table, please reach out to Michelle Herrera at 847/338-5718 or
michelleherrera48@gmail.com We need people at our booth on Friday, June 14, 5pm
– 8pm and Saturday June 15, noon - 8pm. Sign-up sheet in the church office and on
our website
Anyone interested in helping build the Independence Day Float and/or walking in
the July 4th Parade should reach out to Joanne Kimball.
Meals-on-Wheels
Volunteers are needed to deliver meals to local shut-ins from July 22 through August 16.. If
you are available to help or want to learn more about Meals on Wheels, contact Michelle
Herrera at 847-338-5718 or email her at: michelleherrera48@gmail.com

Music & Drama Ministry
Summer Choir
Summer Choir warm up will be at 8:45 am each Sunday morning during the month of
June. We'll go over the anthem for that morning's service. Come and join us! Contact
Scott Emerick with questions at scott_alan_emerick@yahoo.com

Special Music
Individuals wishing to contribute special music for summer Sunday morning
worship are encouraged to contact Scott Emerick to discuss your ideas.

Property Ministry
Updates from Our Property Manager
(Submitted by Property Manager Jim Foster)
I was asked recently why I hadn’t fixed the toilet in the women’s washroom. Since I
don’t use the women’s washroom, I was not aware of the problem and had not heard
anything about it. Please, if you have a concern about something in our church building
that needs attention, fill out a repair form (located on the credenza outside of the
Church Office) and give it to the secretary or place it in the Property mailbox.
Flooding during heavy rains is still an issue in our church building. We did have US
Waterproofing fix the problem in the boiler room but the base of the lift still collects
water. During set-up for the rummage sale in May, we had about four inches of water
at the base of the West Entrance that extended down the lower level hallway. The City
of Des Plaines plans to install drains in the alley behind the church and change the
pavement back to asphalt. The drains will run north towards Marion Street then
connect to a sewer down the street. Hopefully, the problem will be resolved or US
Waterproofing will have to do some digging around the West Entrance. In the near
future, our alley will be blocked off from the West Entrance to Marion Street for about
one week so the playground gates will be open to allow parking lot access from
Graceland as well as from Thacker Street.

Finance Committee
Financial Report
Income for the month of April was $23,329, with expenses of $26,592, resulting in a
shortfall for the month of $3,262. Year-to-date, we are running $5,919 in the
red. Please make sure you are up-to-date with your pledges and offerings, or if
possible, consider making an additional contribution to help eliminate the shortfall.

2019-2020 Stewardship Drive Concludes
Thank you to everyone who participated in this year's Stewardship Drive and submitted a
Commitment Card to be included in our Consecration Ceremony on May 12. Your pledge
helps us to set the church budget and allows the various church ministries to make plans for
the coming year, knowing what funding will be available to them. Unfortunately, as has
become a trend over that past several years, the number of Commitment Cards that we
receive continues to decrease each year. If you have not yet submitted your Commitment
Card, there's still time. Simply bring it to the church office, or drop it in the offering plate
during worship. Additional cards are available in the church office. Remember ... "Alone we
can do so little; together we can do so much!"

Craft & Vendor Sale Set for September 21
FCCDP's 5th Annual Craft & Vendor Sale is set for Saturday, September 21, from 9:00
am to 3:00 pm. We have some new features we'll be incorporating, to help make this
year's sale our best one yet! But we need your help to ensure success. Whether
you're a crafter who wants to sell items, or a shopper who's looking for something
special, mark your calendar for September 21. And let your family and friends know
about the event, too!
Tables are available for $30 for a 6-foot table and $40 for an 8-foot table. A limited
number of 8-foot tables with electricity are available for $50. For more information,
to reserve a table, or to volunteer to help at the sale, contact Daisy Farley at 847-6029069 or by email at craftvendorfccdp@gmail.com.

STA SALE REPORT
Thank you to everyone who donated items, worked at the sale, shopped, and helped in
so many other ways at this year's Second Time Around Sale! And a special thank you to
all the department chairs and the STA Sale Co-Chairs, Faith Engler and Bobbi
Pelletiere. We couldn't have done it without you! Thanks to everyone's hard work, we
realized a net profit of approximately $17,500 - a much needed boost to this year's
budget.
Sales By Department
Antiques-$1659.50; Bakery-$1252.95; Books-$523.73; Clothing-$1884; Door-$693;
Electronics-$2286.86; Furniture-$23.80; Holiday-$542.25;Housewares-$2248; Jewelery$1109.65 Outside Food-$986.25; Popcorn-$83.64; Toys-$1234.50; Worker Meals-$483;
Donations-$2048.50; STP-$1566
Income-$21346

Expenses-$3800

Total-$17526

Save the Dates
June 2
June 14 & 15
July 4
July 7
September 21
October 26

Congregational Meeting
FCC at the Taste of Des Plaines
FCC in the Fourth of July Parade
Service/Picnic in the Park
Craft & Vendor Sale
Sesquicentennial Banquet

From the Community
Oakton Community College is seeking tutors for its Volunteers in Teaching Adults
(VITA) program. A strong volunteer base allows OCC to serve more than 1,000
students annually by improving English reading, writing and speaking skills. Required
four-part training takes place on June 18, June 20, July 10 and July 17. For further
information call 847/635-1426 or visit www.oakton.edu/conted/volunteer.

Happy Birthday to You!!
Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!!
(Please notify the Church office if there are additions, deletions or corrections to be made.)
Jim Ruedisueli
Katy Berman
Christy Santos
Hans Eschenbach
Bobbi Pelletiere
Joanne Stein
Mark Muhr
Kathy Ruedisueli

6/1
6/2
6/3
6/6
6/6
6/6
6/10
6/13

Milton Pick
Zachary Masciopinto
Heather Doyle
Laura Jo Stein
Christopher Cooper
Zachary Meincke
Rob Urry

6/15
6/16
6/19
6/19
6/24
6/26
6/29

In Memoriam
Peggy Kinder Jackson
February 18, 2019

Gifts & Memorials
In Loving Memory of Ellie DuToit Brother-In-Law Francois Pyper from Carl & Judy Mahr and
Rick & Charlie Warren
In Loving Memory of Jef Kaplan from Michelle Herrera
In Loving Memory of Leroy Lunniss from Doug & Marlene Laws
In Loving Memory of Matt Aleksich from the Brandonn
In Loving Memory of Roberta Bruhn from Brian & Janet Farrell and Michelle Herrera

From our Historian, Nancy Meyer
One of the early events of the decade of the 1960’s at FCC was the return of Rev.
Ernie Grant and his family in 1962 to again serve as our Assistant Minister to Dr.
Brehm (having done so briefly in the mid-1940’s), replacing Rev. Jack Alford, who
left in the fall of 1961 to take up important home mission work with the National
Council of Churches. Congregational Centennial pg 62 David Russell came for a year but
remained longer as assistant to the ministers, providing energy and new vitality to our
program with youth.
By 1964 our church sanctuary needed refurbishment of floors and walls. There was also a problem of congestion
in the narthex and cloakrooms. Guided by Kenneth Holmes, an architect and FCCDP church member, pews were
removed and attractive folding doors were installed at the rear of the sanctuary. Walls were painted and floors
carpeted. Congregational Centennial pg 62 I don’t think I have any ‘before’ photos, but I can remember the solid walls.
The last pew on each side was against the wall, with no walking space behind it.
On Jan. 16, 1966 our church celebrated the 25th anniversary of Dr. Brehm’s ministry
at FCCDP. After having a surprise guest minister at Sunday worship, Earl and Mabel
were surprised by their two daughters arriving, who escorted them to the Maine West
High School auditorium, where over 600 friends had assembled to salute them. In
addition to 3 volumes filled with letters and photographs, a 6-month sabbatical leave
had already been voted on by the congregation. Eighteen months later, Dr. Brehm
was hospitalized with a serious infection. At this time he realized he needed “to
relinquish his position to someone who had the greater energy of younger years.” He preached his final sermon
on November 26, 1967. Congregational Centennial pg. 63
During the 7-month search for a new senior minister, Rev. Grant carried the burden of
two ministers. On June 1, 1968 Dr. James E. Spicer took up his duties as our senior
minister, having been an assistant professor at the Divinity School of Vanderbilt
University. He, his wife Shirley and their four daughters moved into the Oakwood
parsonage.
Dr. Spicer was working on a project to improve the training of
seminarians by having them become part of the work of a local church. We had several
seminarians from the Chicago Theological Seminary participate in our church as part
of their studies. David Russell, our youth advisor, was also a seminarian. He, along with other seminarians,
organized a Drop-In Center in the Pillar Room/Brehm Hall. Within the congregation, controversy developed
about the Drop-In Center. Those operating it insisted it be open to all youth, not limited to those affiliated with
our church. Eventually it was moved to a location in downtown Des Plaines. Fifth Quarter Century, pg 6
In 1969 our church bought a home on Second Avenue as the parsonage for our assistant minister and demolished
the old house adjacent to the church. The church parking lot was enlarged and a lovely grass-covered lawn was
created south of the sanctuary as space for youth activities and a playground for the preschool. Fifth Quarter Century, pg
6

As we came to the end of the 1960’s we celebrated our Centennial year, 1969. The Centennial Fund drive to
refurbish the building reached $35,000. New lighting fixtures replaced the old ones in classrooms and in
corridors. Fifth Quarter Century, pg 7
Our wonderful Congregational Centennial book 1869-1969, A One Hundred Hear History, was published in June,
1969. As of April 1, 1969, our church was very well represented in the City, Township and County officialdom.
Our members included the Des Plaines Mayor, City Clerk, three Aldermen, Maine Twp Supervisor and Collector,
and a County Commissioner, also members of the school board, park district board, zoning board, building
commission, civil service commission and library board. Congregational Centennial pg 106

Please join us for our annual

Worship Service in the Park
Sunday, July 7th, 9:30 am
Picnic / BBQ / Potluck following

Our special guests: Members of Christ
United Church, Des Plaines

The Optimist Pavilion is next to Lee
Street south of the Bandshell
Lake
Opeka is
located
at Touhy
and Lee
Streets.

First Congregational United Church of Christ
766 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, Illinois
www.fccdp.org
847/299-5561

