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Following Christ, We Connect a Diversity of People with each other and with God!
Born To Be Free
"You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."

-John 8:32

We are officially starting with the second half of the year – what better way to do it with a little warmer weather!
The month of July is also a time to get out your house and enjoy numerous activities around you. It will be the
first time, since my arrival in 2008, that we will be having our own float in the Independence Day. In the past we
always walked with our Pre-School. Let’s hope it doesn’t rain out! This was organized by the Sesquicentennial
Committee (Float committee with Joanne Kimball) as we celebrate our 150th anniversary this year. Of course,
that day will also be more than just celebrating our 150th birthday, but also the celebration of our independence
from British rule, our birthday as a nation. On this not, I would also like to share with you an article by Richard
L. Floyd, published on July 4, 2017 in the UCC’s Daily Devotional, entitled: “Our Four Freedoms Report Card.”
On January 6, 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt gave his State of the Union address, which became
known as the "Four Freedoms Speech." As Europe was embroiled in WWII, and Pearl Harbor was just 11 months
away, FDR put forth a summary of the democratic values that were under assault at the time. On
this Independence Day let us reflect on some of the many challenges to FDR's "Four Freedoms" in our national
life today.
Freedom of Speech: Silencing unpopular views, limiting press access, stigmatizing the media, trigger warnings
on campus, "fake news."
Freedom of Worship: Vandalism at houses of worship, increased Anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, immigration
ban
based
on
religion.
Freedom from Want: Poverty, income inequality, limiting access to affordable health care, systemic racism,
rampant
addiction,
unequal
pay
for
women.
Freedom from Fear: Hate speech, rising hate crimes, racial profiling, epidemic gun violence, homophobia, mass
deportations,
hostility
toward
immigrants.
Most likely you could add many more items that I have missed, but this list tells us we have a long way to go.
Even FDR fell short of his own ideals by interning Japanese- Americans during the war. If our Fourth of July
celebrations are to have moral integrity, we need to be clear-eyed about our significant failings to live up to our
highest ideals. Otherwise patriotism and love of country risk becoming mere zealotry and can lead to xenophobia
and jingoism. There is a line in "America the Beautiful" that goes "America, America, God mend thine every flaw
. . ." I like that. It acknowledges the truth about our imperfections and invites us to pray and work to make our
nation "a more perfect union."
May the God of the nations, move our hearts toward love, justice and peace.
With love,
Co DuToit

Worship Ministry
July 7 – Outdoor Worship/Picnic with Christ Church UCC
Service of Worship
9:30a (social time 9:00a)
Lay Reader
Virginia Ericson
Scripture Reading
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Usher Team
Opalka/Schmitt
July 14
Service of Worship
Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Usher Team

9:00a
10:00a
Wendy Wallace
Luke 10:25-37
Opalka/Schmitt

Service of Worship
Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Usher Team

9:00a
10:00a
Tom Tucker
Luke 10:38-42
Opalka/Schmitt

Service of Worship
Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Usher Team

9:00a
10:00a
Sharon Urry
Luke 11:1-13
Opalka/Schmitt

July 21

July 28

Worship Time Changes – Please Note!
The following Sundays will offer only ONE worship service. So, please note the times
and mark your calendar:
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

9:00am
9:30am (social time 9:00am)
9:00am
9:00am
9.00am

Special Sundays Celebrating our 150th Birthday:
Sept. 29th - 9:30am
Oct. 6th - 9:30am
Oct. 13th - 9:30am
Oct. 20th - 9:30am
Oct. 27th - 9:30am

Worship in the Park with us on July 7
Our congregation will join members of Christ Church UCC in Des Plaines for an outdoor
worship in the park, followed by a picnic and barbecue. Meet at the Optimist Pavilion,
south of the band shell, at Lake Opeka in Des Plaines. (Lee Street just north of Touhy
Ave.) Hot dogs and hamburgers provided. Please bring a dish to pass. Worship service
will begin at 9:30am but come early (9:00am) to socialize!

Join Us for ‘Sippin’ with the Scriptures’ This Month
Our annual informal summer Bible Study takes place at 7:00pm on July 11, July 18 and
July 25 (all Thursdays). The first two will take place at the home of Rev. Co & Ellie, and
the third session will be at the home of Jana & Barry Haas. Bring your own beverage.
For details speak with Rev. Co.

Thanks…
To all those who have filled out the Christmas Eve surveys. Our Christmas Eve services
will remain at 5:00pm and 11:00pm.

Sesquicentennial News

Sesquicentennial News
Congratulation to our Challenge 150 milestone makers from last month:
50 Hour Milestone: Scott Emerick, Cathy Wiesner
100 Hour Milestone: Sharon Urry, Barb Franzen
150 Hour Milestone: Jackie Schmitt, Wendy Wallace
Our church has clocked 4,742 service hours collectively.
Our Challenge 150 Leaders are: Pat Hurley, John Foster, Nancy Brink, Paul Schmitt,
Joanne Kimball, Nancy Meyer, Bob McCullough and Linda Opalka all clocking in
between 200 and 550 hours each.
Our church will have a float in this year's Des Plaines Fourth of July Parade. All are
welcome to walk with us. We are slot # 8 and will meet near Lincoln and Center
Streets no later than 9:30am. Parade starts at 10am and Center Street will be
blocked off at 8am so you will need to come up from Oakton or River Road. Parking
will be restricted and scarce.
Reach out to Joanne Kimball for details
at jokimball8789@gmail.com.
Save the date! We hope you will join us for a very special Sesquicentennial Banquet
& Celebration at Manzo's Banquets in Des Plaines on Saturday, October
26. Complete details coming soon.

Orders Continue for FCC Sesquicentennial T-shirts
When you are out and about, please wear your T-shirt! Sesquicentennial T-shirts
(unisex and women’s styles) are available for purchase by signing up in the Church
Office during the week or in Webster Hall on Sunday mornings. Payment due at time
of order. Shirts are made of cotton, with prices as follows: S, M, L, XL - $9; 2X - $10;
3X, 4X and 5X - $11. Also youth sizes available – XS, S, M, L, XL - $8. Cash or Check
payable to First Congregational Church. Questions? Please speak with Debbie
Walusiak.

Our church booth at the June Taste of Des Plaines featured a very informative and
interesting display, assembled by Nancy Meyer and Michelle Herrera. Thanks to all
those who helped staff the booth and stopped by to chat!

Membership & Communications Ministry
New Church Directory Update
The photos taken at church by Kelly Fitzgerald over the last few months are posted
on her website and ready to order/purchase. Go to kellyfitzgeraldstudio.com/fcc
and click on the First Congregational Church Gallery. Password is FCC2019.
Individual photos can be ordered through the web or contact Kelly directly for
special collections and further information at 847/858-7050.
A reminder that you can submit your own photo for the new church directory by
emailing it to secretaries@fccdp.org.

Men’s Night Out This Month
All adult men of our congregation are invited to Men’s Night Out on Tuesday, July
23 at Perry’s in Park Ridge. Guest are welcome. Plan to meet at the restaurant
(711 Devon Ave.) at 6:00pm. The evening’s special is a ½ slab of ribs or chicken
dinner, French fries, coleslaw and one drink for $15 including tax and tip. Sign up
in the Church Office and speak with Bob McCullough for details.

Ladies’ Night Out This Month
All adult women of our congregation are invited to Ladies’ Night Out on Tuesday,
July 23 to hear a free concert featuring Wynonna & the Big Noise. The concert
begins at 7:30pm at Village Green, 901 Wellington Ave., Elk Grove Village. Guests
are welcome. Food will be available for purchase or you can bring your own food
and beverage. Coolers and lawn chairs welcome but no blankets/tarps/canopies.
Sign up in the Church Office if you plan to attend. Details available with sign-up
sheet or speak with Debbie Walusiak.

Pool Party Next Month (August)
Mark your calendar for Sunday, August 11 and plan to join us for a picnic and pool
party at Mystic Waters Aquatic Center, 2025 Miner St., Des Plaines, beginning at
noon. Bring your lunch or purchase it there. Cost is $9 for Des Plaines residents
and $8 for students and seniors. Please sign up in the Church Office if you plan to
attend.

Best Wishes to Our Graduates, Part II
Zachary Paul Masciopinto graduated with honors from Carnegie Mellon
University, with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He has accepted a job with
Lockheed Martin in Denver. Zach is the son of Tony & Joyce Masciopinto and the
grandson of Paul & Jackie Schmitt.

Thanks!
Creative Conversation would like to thank everyone who donated and bought
books, CD’s and DVD’s during the recent sale. We collected $264 and added $36
from our monthly collections. We donated $150 to the Tower Hill Scholarship Fund
and $150 to the American Cancer Society Relay for Life.

Mission & Outreach Ministry
Backpack Ministry Continues This Summer
The Mission and Outreach Ministry will be again be supporting students from North
School through the Backpack Ministry, starting after Labor Day. Once again we would
like to invite the congregation to participate in this endeavor by filling a box we will
provide, with food items that are placed in the backpacks weekly. Starting July 14,
boxes and a list of the needed items will be available for pickup at church. We ask
that you fill the boxes over the summer and bring them to church for a dedication
service on August 25. For details please speak with Nancy Schacht, Jana Haas,
Michelle Herrera or Joanne Kimball. Thank you in advance for you continuing support
of the Backpack Ministry.

Meals-on-Wheels Drivers Sought
Volunteers are needed to deliver meals to local shut-ins from July 22 through August
16. If you are available to help or want to learn more about Meals on Wheels, contact
Michelle Herrera at 847-338-5718 or email her at: michelleherrera48@gmail.com

It’s Almost Muckfest Time Again!
All are invited to join our church team (TEAM mUCCk) for some fun in the mud and to
help raise funds for the Multiple Sclerosis Society on Saturday, August 17. Meet at the
Lake County Fairgrounds in Grayslake by 10:00am.
For details contact
larry.schimka@gmail.com.

FCC Relay for Life Team 2019 – We raised $3,643 this year! Thanks to all who helped.

Our 2019 Mission Team spent a week at Tower Hill Camp, where they built and stained
decks, painted A-frame cabins and accomplished much for the fourth year in a row.

Music & Drama Ministry
Special Music Ideas?
Individuals wishing to contribute special music for summer Sunday morning worship
are encouraged to contact Scott Emerick to discuss your ideas.

Property Ministry
Ministry Addresses Financial Concerns
At the June meeting of the Property Ministry, the group agreed to use restricted
funds to pay for grounds maintenance and any stained glass repairs that might occur.
This action reduces their funding request for the new church year by $2,500. For
details speak with Jim Foster.

Finance Committee
Financial Report
For the month of May, we had income of $34,931 (including $17,476 profit from the
Second Time Around Sale) and monthly expenses of $33,718. That put us $4,305 in
the red through the first eleven months of our fiscal year. Through May, we were
running at 93% of projected income and 96% of projected expenses. Because of a
number of large expenses anticipated for June, we were projecting that we would
end the year in a negative position of $11,010. I'm very happy to report that in
response to a special appeal that went out to the congregation, we have been able
to bring in an additional $7,350, to help reduce that shortfall. Thank you for your
response to this special appeal and for your ongoing support of the First
Congregational Church of Des Plaines.

Craft & Vendor Sale Set for September 21
Table reservations are currently being accepted for FCCDP's 5th
Annual Craft & Vendor Sale, which will be held on Saturday,
September 21, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Tables are available for
$30 for a 6-foot table and $40 for an 8-foot table. A limited
number of 8-foot tables with electricity are available for $50. And
this year for the first time, we will have 6-foot outside spaces available. For more
information, or to reserve a table, contact Daisy Farley at 847-602-9069 or by email
at craftvendorfccdp@gmail.com.

Bulletin Board of Bills is Back
Church attendance and offerings sometimes go down over the summer months, but
our bills continue to come in. Help us keep up with expenses by making a donation
to cover a typical church bill this summer. Check out the Bulletin Board of Bills,
located on the Finance board, on the wall between the church office and the
sanctuary. You'll find a variety of typical bills posted there, ranging from just a few
dollars to a hundred dollars or more - and everything in between. Simply take a bill
that you're able to cover and write a check, payable to FCCDP, for the amount
due. Bring it to the church office or drop it in the offering plate on Sunday
morning. This annual summer fundraiser will run through Labor Day.

Save the Dates
July 4
July 7
August 11
August 17
September 21
October 26

FCC in the Fourth of July Parade
Outdoor worship/picnic
Pool party
Muckfest
Craft & Vendor Sale
Sesquicentennial Banquet

Well Done!
Best wishes to Wendy Ellis of our congregation, who is being honored as a “Silver
Circle” member of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences Mid-America
Chapter. In the early 70s, Wendy became the first female TV reporter – and later
anchor – in the Quad Cities, serving as an inspiration to other women who would
follow her lead.
Congratulations to Nancy Lawrence and Larry Schimka of our congregation, who
placed third and fourth in their age brackets, respectively, in the June Dash Through
Des Plaines. An annual event, the 5K is a community race that starts and finishes on
Prairie and Pearson in downtown Des Plaines.

From the Community
The Park Ridge Chorale will present The British Invasion at 7:00pm on Saturday, July
20 at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 205 N. Prospect, Park Ridge. Selections include
songs from The Beatles, The Who, Elton John, Queen and others. Tickets are available
at the door and at a discount if purchased in advance. ($14 for seniors, $18 for adults
and free for students and children under age 18) For further information speak with
Corrine Bachar of our congregation.

Happy Birthday to You!!
Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!!
(Please notify the Church office if there are additions, deletions or corrections to be made.)
Janet Farrell
Jennifer Duffy
Robert Phillips III
Joy Cooper
Sue Roden
Norman Nanstiel
Karsten Hahn

7/1
7/4
7/4
7/6
7/9
7/14
7/15

Marcia Urban
Barry Haas
Gerald Petersen
Troy Johnson
Emma Bryers
Daniel Ruedisueli

7/15
7/20
7/21
7/22
7/29
7/29

Gifts & Memorials

In Loving Memory of Jef Kaplan from Beth Benson.
In Loving Memory of Doug Hubbard from the P.E.O Sisterhood
In Honor of Joanne Kimball, Nancy Meyer and Larry Schimka

From our Historian, Nancy Meyer
The decade of the 1970’s saw many changes at FCCDP, including five senior pastors. But let’s
start at the beginning, with these sentences from “Our Fifth Quarter Century” document: “These
were the days when many people protested the involvement of U.S. troops in the Vietnam War.
Political division within the nation was reflected within the congregation….” “The controversy
and rapid social changes occurring outside of the church walls continued to be reflected within the
life of the congregation. Attendance dropped and it was a difficult time to meet financial
obligations.” But life went on at FCCDP with fundraising activities and new programs/ideas being
introduced. Children’s Board corned beef and cabbage dinner, cooked by Richard Rosberg,
benefitted the benevolent work of the Mission Board. Wanting to do its part in environmental
issues, FCCDP installed a large paper recycling bin in the parking lot. For many years, the Board
of Trustees had held monthly dinner meetings, as many came directly from work and the meal was
provided as a courtesy. In 1970 those meals were discontinued and the money went to the Building
Fund.
Dimmer switches were installed for the six chancel lights in 1970. According to our “Fifth
Quarter” book, initially the idea was to instruct an usher to dim the lights when the sermon began
[with spotlight on the pulpit]. Sadly, church records don’t indicate whether or not the minister
complained that dimmed lights helped lull worshippers to sleep. In any event, the practice was
soon discontinued. Our 1929 Moeller organ went through extensive repair, from Easter to midNovember, 1970. A new circle of Women’s Fellowship, “Operation Cheer”, called on members
confined to home or senior care residence. Women’s Fellowship also took charge of converting
the Barwick Room from a first-floor church school room to a parlor/meeting room/library.
1971 marked the organization of the Self Help Closet, guided by Jane Horn, Gertrude Grant and
Veta Jacobsen, in basement space formerly used as an apartment. Family Church Camps at Tower
Hill became very popular. Our FCC Preschool grew so much that an additional room was added.
In mid-May, Dr. Spicer resigned to pursue a career in full-time counseling. Rev. Grant became
interim minister until Rev. Garry Scheuer, Carolyn, and their “6-pack” arrived
in March, 1972 and filled the parsonage. An attendance and commitment
drive resulted in a 30% increase in attendance. The practice of having lay
liturgists began in 1973. Under the leadership of Youth Advisor Greg
Morgan, the Pilgrim Fellowship youth group continued to be extremely active
and growing, with its first spring trip organized to Padre Island TX and several
annual Steak & Lobster Dinner fundraisers. At the same time, the confirmation program changed
to a two-year program for high school students (from several months in 7th grade). Also in 1973,
the FCC Foundation was organized to provide an opportunity for endowments and bequests.
In 1974 a Saturday Couples Club was formed for fun and fellowship, with about 60 people
attending monthly events. In 1975 & 1976, Rev. Scheuer organized two trips to the Holy Land,
accompanied by many members. In 1975, after 19 years church secretary Betty Bradley retired,
replaced by Dorothy Tinnea. Organist-director Ann Gordon retired after 22 years, replaced by
Charlie Jenks. Prayer cards were introduced in March, 1976, with 37 the first Sunday. 1976’s
Maundy Thursday service involved members representing each Disciple standing/sitting as in
DiVinci’s famous Last Supper painting, repeated for several years. [Tidings April, 2010] For the
bicentennial parade, many members shared the project of building a replica of the Mayflower,
designed by Art Wetter. Our two memorial flagpoles were dedicated Nov. 1, 1976.

In 1977 the children’s choir began the custom of holding a spring musical, with 100% Chance of
Rain. As the national economy began to improve, so did FCCDP’s and in 1977 the
Trustees reported, for the first time in several years, the church was out of debt. Several
prayer groups were formed, including Prayer Partners, each praying for the needs of
another. People were encouraged to give Living Memorials in response to happy
occasions in their lives. Sunday School classrooms were removed and redecorated,
anticipating new methods of Christian Education that included interest-centers. Another
innovation was the Telephone Ministry. Homebound persons could phone the church on a
special line and hear the entire service “live” in the privacy of their homes. Rev. Scheuer began
writing a weekly religious column for the DP Suburban Times. In 1978 the Chancel Choir
presented a Bach Cantata during Lent. The Junior Youth Choir participated in a Choir Festival
at the United Methodist Church. We celebrated Vivian Rivard’s 25th year as Director of
Christian Education. Children’s Board organized the first of several Balloon Sundays until
environmental concerns led to discontinuation several years later. In January, 1979 Rev. Scheuer
and his family left for a new calling in Ohio, just as the big snow [18.8”] fell, with only 28
members at 9:30 and 48 for 11:00 services. Rev. Jack Fay Robinson became our Interim
Minister. The Trustees organized a Building Repair Fund, as general budget couldn’t handle
repair needs. We had a special 50th anniversary celebration and rededication of our church
building in Nov., 1979. As school population declined in DP, it was reflected within the church.
With less children, the Sunday School classes during the 11:00 worship were discontinued, with
a single session during the 9:30 worship hour. In December 1979, FCCDP welcomed Dr.
William G. Grice III as Senior Pastor at FCCDP, where he had grown up and been confirmed.
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