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Following Christ, We Connect a Diversity of People with each other and with God!

Ashes to Action

You humble yourselves by going through the motions of penance ... and cover yourselves with ashes.
Is this what you call fastinge No, this is the kind of fasting | want: Let the oppressed go free and remove
the chains that bind people. - Isaiah 58:5-6

On Wednesday, February 22, we will start our Lenten journey with Ash Wednesday. As some of you
may know, | will be in South Africa attending the wedding of my nephew. Our Council has approved
the request of our Worship Ministry that we will join some of our local churches for this service and
won't have one of our own. More details to follow about possible places in either Notes from Co or
Notes from Paul.

On Ash Wednesday we are mindful of the ashes from which we were created. But we should never
lose sight that ashes are only symbols. We are conscious of our weaknesses and frailties, and we are
humbly grateful for the wondrous mixture of dust and divinity that God has formed in each of us. On
the note of symbolism, | would like to share the UCC Daily Devotional by Kenneth Samuel entitled:
From Dust to Action” published on March 02, 2022.

Many Americans take great pride in our national symbols. We pledge allegiance to our flag. We stand
for the singing of the Star-Spangled Banner. We salute our military personnel, and we honor our military
veterans. Our Fourth of July Independence Celebration is always one of the most festive and
spectacular events of the year.

Christians are big on symbols as well. We hold the Cross of Calvary in sacred esteem. We worship in
churches and cathedrals that invite our eyes to look vertically foward the celestial majesty of God.
And on Ash Wednesday, many Christians will mark the holy day with ashes on their foreheads,
remembering that we are dust, in need of redemption.

Symbols are wondrously inspiring, but symbols are essentially empty, if they don’t point to an actual
substance of action.

Standing for our National Anthem is symbolically appropriate, but those who take a knee during our
Nafional Anthem point o the contradiction of “Land of the free”’ and police brutality in black
communities.

Honoring our military is wonderful, but those who declare war against voter suppression are fighting for
the very freedoms for which our military men and women risk their lives. Holding the Cross in high
reverence is glorious, but it means nothing if we are unwilling to make individual sacrifices for the
common good. And our ashes on Ash Wednesday remain nothing more than ashes, without a
commitment to repent for our sins of selfishness and live anew in the Spirit of God’s All-Encompassing
Love. Ashes to Action. Dust to Determination.

With love,

Rev. Co



Worship Ministry

February 5 Communion

Service of Worship 9:00a — www.fccdp.org

Fellowship 10:00a

Lay Reader Lowell Handy

Scripture Reading Matthew 5:13-20
February 12 Scout Sunday/”Souper Bowl” Sunday

Service of Worship 9:00a — www.fccdp.org

Fellowship 10:00a

Lay Reader Bob Crocker

Scripture Reading Matthew 5:21-37
February 19 “Second Time Around” Early Drop-off

Service of Worship 9:00a - www.fccdp.org

Fellowship 10:00a

Lay Reader Corrine Bachar

Scripture Reading Matthew 17:1-9
February 26

Service of Worship 9:00a - www.fccdp.org

Fellowship 10:00a

Lay Reader Marcia Urban

Scripture Reading Matthew 4:1-11

Worship Ministry seeks additional members to help plan worship services to enhance
the spiritual life of our church. Interested? Contact Mary Pittman
for details at 847/721-6423.
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Children’s & Adult Ed Ministry

Join Us for “Souper Bowl” Sunday
Sue Almerigi and friends will serve bowls of Sue’s homemade soups after
church in Webster Hall on Sunday, February 12. Please remember to bring cans
of soup or other canned foods to church with you on February 12, to benefit the
Self-Help Closet & Pantry. Volunteers also will be baking and serving cookies to
mark the approaching Valentine’s Day holiday....don’t miss it!

Membership & Communications Ministry

Our monthly Sunday brunch table is growing....



...and expanding, with the addition of a second table at Sunrise Grill in January. All
are welcome to join us for our next brunch on Sunday, February 5 at 10:30am.

Let’s Talk...
Our next informal “Let’s Talk” social gathering will be held at 7:00pm on
Thursday, February 23 at the Beacon Tap, 1374 Lee St., Des Plaines. All are
welcome; no RSVP required. Appetizers provided and beverages/additional food
are on your own.

Creative Conversation Underway — All are Welcome

Creative Conversation is FCCDP's book club. It meets once a month, on the
second Monday of each month, at 10 a.m. for about an hour. All are welcome.
Each member of the group has the option of reviewing a book of her/his
choosing, which others can read from the library (ordered ahead), audio book or
on a tablet. The choice is the reviewer's and every genre is open for discussion.
Reviewers may choose their own patterns for the review, which will ultimately
involve opening the discussion to the others present. There have been some
really powerful discussions in the past. The February 13 selection is Mad Honey,
by Jodi Picoult. Whether you've had a chance to read the book or not, we hope
you'll join us for what we expect to be a lively discussion.



Book Donations Sought

Creative Conversation’s annual Book Sale opens this month in Webster Hall, and
your donations are encouraged. All types of book donations welcome except for
textbooks, encyclopedias and dictionaries. Once the sale is up and running,
nominal book fees will be posted. All unsold books will be added to our Second
Time Around rummage sale offerings.

Evening Circle Goes to the Movies

Evening Circle’s next “meeting” actually will be a trip to the movies, and all are
welcome. In lieu of the group’s monthly meeting at church, Evening Circle
members and guests will go to Classic Cinemas in Elk Grove Village on Tuesday,
February 14 to see 80 for Brady. Show time is 12:30pm and cost is $5.
Heated/reclining seats. Plan to meet at the theater at noon or carpool.
Questions? Contact Cathy Wiesner at 847/436-9987.

Also, a reminder to watch for news of Evening Circle’s spring bake/craft sale, a
fundraiser for our church and for several local charities, coming in March.



Staying Connected
Printed copies of our updated FCCDP church directory are available upon
request by contacting the Church Office. A digital version of the directory is
updated regularly, with additions/revisions to addresses and phone numbers.
For details contact Paul Whittenhall from 9:00am — 1:00pm, Monday through
Friday.

Mission & Outreach Ministry

News from the CBP

Thanks to grants obtained by Jana Haas for the larger Community Backpack
Project, our shelves are being stocked with jelly, peanut butter, canned pasta,
soup, sausages, tuna, kidney beans and fruit cups. Our most needed items
currently are hot chocolate mix, pudding cups, oatmeal packets and individually
wrapped snack items. We also need volunteers for delivering the bags to North
School. The sign-up sheet for the rest of the school year is posted in the Church
Office. Questions? Contact Lowell at handytreesh@att

Drivers Sought for Meals on Wheels
From March 27 through April 21 First Congregational Church is scheduled to
deliver Meals on Wheels to local shut-ins. This means that we make a total of 40
deliveries (2 different routes each day for 4 weeks). At this time, we could use
several more individuals/teams to assist us in this undertaking. Please contact
Richard Schacht at 847/824-5883 or atilcpa95@hotmail.com for further
information or to advise of your availability.

Gearing Up for ACS Relay for Life...

(From Paul Schmitt, FCC Relay team captain) Through the combined efforts of
members and friends of First Congregational Church, our church team in the
2022 Relay for Life to benefit the American Cancer Society was able to reach a
new level. Last year we raised more than $6,000, placing us at the Gold Level
and in fourth place among participating teams. Those who attended were able
to witness a wonderful and meaningful event, particularly with the reading of
names represented by each lighted luminaria. Organization for the 2023 Relay,
to be held in Palatine, begins in April for our team. We must never forget the
never-ending fight to eliminate all cancers. Once again, my sincere thanks to all
who helped make 2022 our best year ever. | look forward to your continued
support in 2023.
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Music Ministry

In Memory of
Wendy

Our Chancel Choir
and Wholly
Ringers presented
the anthem
Breathe in
January, in
memory of Wendy
Wallace. Wendy,
who was active in
both choirs over
the years, passed
away in 2021.

Singers Sought
Would you be interested in joining us for our Maundy Thursday Cantata, The
Last Seven Words? Rehearsal is on Wednesdays from 7:00pm to 8:00pm. Please
speak to Scott Emerick for more information.



Property Ministry

Our church’s Wednesday
Work Crew was honored
in January for the group’s
20 years of volunteer
service to First
Congregational Church.
Pictured are WWC
members (| to r) Jim
Foster, Paul Schmitt (a
founding "emeritus"
member), Bob
McCullough, Dave
DeHart, Ralph Murdy,
Richard Weihsmantel,
Jim Ruedisueli, Don
Cameron, Barry Haas,
Roger Alde and Les Stein.



Ode to our Wednesday Work Crew

By Joyce Beets

To the men who volunteer
most Wednesdays of the year

They plaster and paint and clean and dust,
fix leaks and plumbing whatever they must.
For the church’s safety and beauty
they never consider their work a duty.
They maintain the property inside and out,
of their dedication there is no doubt.
They set up and take down for many events,
why these men must be heaven sent.
They go to other locations where there is need.
This is a great outreach indeed!

We sincerely thank you for all you do,

our very own Wednesday Work Crew.




Finance Committee

Financial Report

Thank you for your ongoing support of FCCDP in 2022, by keeping up with your
pledges and offerings, supporting our various fundraisers, and even making
extra contributions when possible. We're pleased to report that we ended the
first six months of our current fiscal year, $39,988 in the black.

Talent & Gift Auction Ends

Thanks to all of our church members and friends who donated items to this
year's Auction. And, special thanks to these local businesses, who helped
support our fundraising efforts with donations: The Chicago Botanic Garden,
Steppenwolf Theatre, Northlight Theatre, Metropolis Theatre, the Chicago
Wolves, Cooper's Hawk Winery & Restaurant, Tiffany's Restaurant, Sunrise
Grill, Uncork Unwind, Mrs. V's Restaurant and Andy's Cafe.

And most of all, thanks to all our bidders! We couldn't have done it without
you! Your efforts approximately $3,000 raised for our church's general budget.

“Second Time Around” Sale Updates

Thank you to those who have donated items for the April 29 sale, which is just
around the corner. Our storage areas still have plenty of room for your
donations. We greatly appreciate your labeling of boxes/bags to help us stay
organized. As a reminder, we are not accepting household furniture this year.
This month’s early drop-offs are February 1 and February 22 (Wednesdays) from
10:00am-11:00am and Sunday, February 19, after the worship service. We will
begin asking for volunteers soon for the week leading up to the sale, set-up and
clean-up. Questions? Please contact STA sale co-chairs Ellen
(ealdefccdp@gmail.com) or Chris (ctomsic@mac.com).
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Pastoral Relations Committee

PRC Needs Your Help!

Can you spare just a few hours a month to serve on our church's Pastoral
Relations Committee? The PRC is a liaison between the congregation and the
many ministries in the church. This is the committee you would contact if you
have a compliment or a complaint that would be relevant to Rev. Co. This
committee also serves by taking the lead on special projects, such as reviewing
our church's safe conduct policy and updating our Church Constitution. If you
have questions about the PRC, or if you can volunteer to serve on this
important committee, contact Sharon Urry or Rev. Co.

Happy Birthday to You!!

Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!!

If you would like to add a birthday, please contact the church secretary Paul
Whittenhall at 847/299-5561.

Doug Laws 01-Feb Emily Cruz 16-Feb
Christine Ashby 03-Feb John Foster 16-Feb
Barb Franzen 05-Feb Erik Lodewyck 17-Feb
Shelby Lauterburg 05-Feb Carl Mahr 19-Feb
Flo Hoffman 06-Feb Frank Potempa 20-Feb
Dave Hoch 07-Feb Deb Fogarty 22-Feb
Mary Spiegler 07-Feb Jayme Villa-Alvarez 22-Feb
Jennifer Nelson 08-Feb Erika Hahn 23-Feb
Laurel Douthwaite 09-Feb Joyce Masciopinto 23-Feb
Dave Kaplan 09-Feb Vito Pelletiere 23-Feb
Elizabeth Liston 09-Feb Sandra Braid 25-Feb
Ben Whittenhall 10-Feb Harrison Nutley 26-Feb
Rob Pittman 12-Feb Paul Schmitt 27-Feb
Karen Potempa 14-Feb Bob Crocker 28-Feb

Save the Date
Scout Spaghetti Dinner at FCC — February 26



In Memoriam

Laurence “Larry” Daniels
December 9, 2022

Conrad “Lee” Emerick
January 7, 2023

Carol Svoboda
January 13, 2023

Martha Hoffmann
January 24, 2023

Gifts & Memorials

In Loving Memory of Melanie Schimka from Deb Alde
In Loving Memory of Melanie Schimka from Doug & Marlene Laws
In Loving Memory of Melanie Schimka from Evening Circle
In Loving Memory of Lee Emerick from Rick & Charlie Warren
In Loving Memory of Melanie Schimka from Betty McMillan
In Loving Memory of Melanie Schimka from Marilyn Juister Family
In Loving Memory of Larry Daniels from Susan Franz
In Loving Memory of Lee Emerick from Dee Hardest
In Loving Memory of Lois Jaeckle from Marilyn Juister Family
In Loving Memory of Bran Jaeckle from Marilyn Juister Family



From our Historian, Nancy Meyer (Reprint from July, 2010...more about Tower Hill)

First, on Children’s Day, Janet Thompson explained why
Tower Hill had been this past year’s Sunday School mission
project. Then our grandchildren reminded us again how
really excited they are to return to Tower Hill for Grandparent
Me Camp in a couple of weeks. The icing on the cake was
when Diana Hubert walked up to me at the Des Plaines
Historical Society annual meeting waving her 8” X 10” photo
Tower Hill church campers taken July 2, 1948! She and her
sister June are in the 3" row, lower left corner. FCC and : <
Tower Hill just had to be the subject of July’s Tidings Historian article, so here goes.

Dr. Grice graciously supplied historical background about Tower Hill, but | can include only small extracts
here. (Janet also mentioned this in her presentation on May 23.) The Warren family were corset makers in
Three Oaks, MI. They owned all the land along Lake Michigan that became the Warren Dunes State Park,
Tower Hill Camp, and Preachers Hill. The Warrens were faithful Congregationalists with a passion for reform
and reaching out to those in need, especially in the cities. With the Chicago Fire of 1871, the city needed to be
rebuilt quickly. Directly across the lake were the untouched forests of the Warren family. They sold their
timber, carried back to Chicago by a railroad spur or by barge. On one of the large sand dunes, a large tower
("light" or "beacon") was built to guide the boats to the place where they could load up the
lumber. The road leading to the "tower" on the sand dune (called “hill” in those days)
became Tower Hill Road. With all the money the Warren family made from the sale of their
timber to the City of Chicago, they felt truly blessed and wanted to give back to others
something of what they were able to enjoy. They donated 155 acres to the State of
Michigan to become the Warren Dunes State Park. They donated 55 acres to the Chicago
Congregational Conference and the Chicago Missionary Society (which was a part of the
Chicago Congregational Conference) for the purpose of provide a "camp" (interpret here
‘space to camp’ as well as buildings) for inner city children and adults to appreciate the wonders of the eastern
shores of Lake Michigan. By donating the larger portion of their estate to the State of Michigan for the
Warren Dunes State Park, the Warren family knew public funds would be used to fully develop the State Park,
which those at Tower Hill Camp and Preachers Hill (30 acres donated to Chicago Theological Seminary) could
enjoy without charge.

FCC has been associated with Tower Hill Camp over 80 years. As Janet
mentioned in her talk, our former member, the late Gil Horn, attended
summer camp at Tower Hill during a time when campers still slept in
tents acquired as army surplus from World War I. Diana recalls in the
‘40’s they had rustic “cabins”: raised wooden platforms (8 beds each)
with 3 ft. high walls and screening. Flaps could be lowered if it rained.
Toilets and bathing were in a separate building. Dr. Grice says various
buildings were constructed over the years, Gammon Hall being the
oldest. Cinder-block buildings were constructed by the Michigan National Guard, used for many years for two-
week summer maneuvers. I'm sure FCC's MADD campers in the 1980’s and 1990’s have many memories of




fun and frolic in “The Pines” barracks, including my sons. A-frames were built in the 1960’s. In 1987 an adult
retreat center was built. In 2006 the newest building was added. [Sales of other properties and fund-raising
efforts to accomplish all of this, to provide the wonderful facilities and camping opportunities Tower Hill offers
to FCC, AND keep it running, could be another article.] As Janet mentioned, FCC has been involved in Tower
Hill Camp’s Outdoor Ministry in many ways over the years....church campers as Gil Horn, Diana Hubert, Flo
Hoffman and many others have been over the years, counselors, Pilgrim Fellowship retreats, Junior Youth
Choir retreats, week-long family camps in the ‘70’s, MADD Camp, Chancel Choir retreat, autumn adult
retreats, HUG Camp and Grandparent & Me Camp.

We are a 3-generation TH family. Grices are a 4-
generation FCC family (going on 5!) that have
shared the wonderful Tower Hill Camp
experiencel How many generations in your
family?!




First Congregational United Church of Christ

766 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, Illinois

www.fccdp.org

847/299-5561
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