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Following Christ, We Connect a Diversity of People with each other and with God!

The Greatest Gift

And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love. - 1
Corinthians 13:13

I would just like to thank you all for your support during the passing of my youngest brother,
Andre, my youngest brother that passed untimely at the young age of 53 as the result of an
unfortunate motorcycle accident.

Thanks to everyone involved making it possible for us to go to South Africa for the memorial
service and to be with our family. Thanks for the numerous cards and messages of
condolences we have received. Thanks to our Worship Ministry and Live Stream Team for
making sure our worship services continued. Our spiritual family had been a tremendous
support for our family during this time and we really appreciate it.

| don't know about you, but | have always found the last verse of 15t Corinthians puzzling. Why
does Paul say the greatest is love? Love is cool, of course, but greater than faith and hope?
Faith is the heart of our belief. What can be more important than faithe And what about
hope? How does anyone live a day without at least a glimmer of hope? Most of us will not
dare to rank faith, hope, and love as Paul did. It would be like ranking air, food, and water.

Then again, maybe the Holy Spirit's on to something here. Why?2 Because when you can't
keep faith and you can’t hold hope, you can always see love.

Faith and Hope can sometimes be in short supply, but love is the greatest. God’s love for us
never fails.

Sometimes when we have a hard time with faith or hope, we can always turn back to the
love shown to us, especially and ultimately on the cross. And when we find faith and hope in
short supply, we need to be the love other people can see. Love is the greatest.

So, thank you for showing our family your love. It is the greatest gift you can give us.
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Worship Ministry

Communion
Service of Worship
Virtual Fellowship
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading

Service of Worship
Virtual Fellowship
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading

Service of Worship
Virtual Fellowship
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading

Service of Worship
Virtual Fellowship
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading

9:00a — www.fccdp.org
10:00a

Lowell Handy

Luke 5:1-11

9:00a — www.fccdp.org
10:00a

Corrine Bachar

Luke 6:17-26

9:00a — www.fccdp.org
10:00a

Bob Crocker

Luke 6:27-38

9:00a - www.fccdp.org
10:00a

Marcia Urban

Luke 6:39-49
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Diaconate Ministry

About Those Flowers...

Were you aware that the altar flowers on Sunday mornings can be designated in
honor or memory of a loved one? Make a contribution of $25 or more to the
Flower Fund and designate the flowers for a specific Sunday to commemorate a
birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion. The honoree and occasion will
be printed in the Sunday bulletin. After they are used on the Altar, the flowers
will be delivered to shut-ins or those dealing with illness or loss or perhaps
celebrating a special occasion. For more information, contact the Church Office.

News from Evening Circle

(From Nancy Meyer) Evening Circle once again will hold a virtual meeting, on
Tuesday, February 8 at 7:00pm. All ladies are welcome to join us for a short
meeting and socializing. What’s nice about zoom meetings is that we can see
our entire faces AND still “social distance.” Also, ladies unable to get out to
come to church still are able to be with us. We enjoyed chatting with Nancy
Douthwaite in SC at our January meeting!

If you have an idea for a program or subject to discuss, please contact Cathy
Wiesner.

This is the link for our Evening Circle meetings. It will stay the same from now
on, so please save it!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84366718741?pwd=dDIXcmdpVG8rUEI2UIJmRi84VE
047209

Meeting ID: 843 6671 8741

Passcode: 755514

You can also dial in with your phone: 312-626-6799



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84366718741?pwd=dDlXcmdpVG8rUEl2UlJmRi84VE04Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84366718741?pwd=dDlXcmdpVG8rUEl2UlJmRi84VE04Zz09

Mission & Outreach Ministry

A commemorative video marking
the 50" anniversary of the Self-
Help Closet & Pantry of Des Plaines
is now available at
www.selfhelppantry.org. Founded
in 1971, in the basement of First
Congregational Church, the SHC&P
has a rich history in our community
—check it out! And, special thanks
to Paul Meincke & Wendy Ellis for
lending their expertise to produce
the video.

Finance Committee

Financial Report
Thank you to all of our church members and friends for your ongoing support of
FCCDP, by keeping up with your pledges and offerings ... and even making extra
contributions during the past couple of months. We're pleased to report that we
ended December 2021, $28,622 in the black, year-to-date.

Talent & Gift Auction Ends February 1
The end of this year's Talent & Gift Auction is quickly approaching. You only have
until 6:00 pm on Tuesday, February 1, to place your bids. For a complete list of
auction items, contact the church office, log on to our church website, or check
Co's Notes. Then call or text Sharon at 847-421-1491, or email her
at surryl024@comcast.net, to place your bids.

Severe Weather Relief
Thank you to everyone who made a financial contribution to help with disaster
relief efforts as a result of the Midwest tornados that affected Kentucky and
surrounding areas this past December. Because of your generosity, we were able
to send a check for $750 to the UCC. 100% of UCC disaster relief funds are used
for direct service to individuals and communities, and rehabilitation
programming.


mailto:surry1024@comcast.net,
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Zanies Comedy Club Fundraiser

Please join us for an Evening of Comedy on Friday, February 25, at Zanies Comedy
Club in Rosemont. Doors open at 6:00 pm and the show starts at 7:00 pm.
(Proof of vaccination and masks are required.) Tickets are available for $30 each,
with S20 from each ticket sold, going to benefit FCCDP's general budget. Invite
your family members, neighbors and friends to join you for this "adults only"
event. (More details are included on the flyer in this issue of the Tidings.) Tickets
are available through the Church office and can be purchased with cash, check, or
credit card.
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Friday, February 25
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(Doors open at 6:00 pm)
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For more information, call First Congregational Church at

847-299-5561

Doors open at 6:00 pm. Show starts at 7:.00 pm.
2 item minimum purchase. All attendees must be 21 or over, with valid photo ID.

All proceeds benefit First Congregational Church of Des Plaines.

Patrons must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and wear a mask to visit Zanies.
Proof of vaccination and a matching photo |D must be presented to enter,




“Second Time Around” Donation News and More...

Mark your calendar for our next early drop-off dates, which are February 6 and
February 27 after service. (10:00am - 10:30am) Please mark your containers
according to where they will be placed for the sale. If you have large items such
as furniture, please contact the Church Office so we can schedule a pick-up time
for you. Volunteer sign-up forms will be availablein February. For details
contact Ellen Alde at ealdefccdp@gmail.com or Chris
Tomsic at ctomsic@me.com. Thank you for your support!

Former Church Member News

Bob McCullough reports that he has been in contact with the daughter of former
longtime church member, Martha Jarvis. Martha suffers from Alzheimer’s disease and
currently resides in a care facility near her daughter’s home in Texas. For details please
speak with Bob.

Did You Know...
That our church building provides meeting facilities for several groups that include:

e Victory for Men (six groups)

e Alcoholics Anonymous (three groups)

e ScoutTroop 6

e Narcotics/Cocaine Anonymous (three groups)
e Oakton Community College ESL

e Ballroom Dancers

e Morton Grove Seventh Day Adventist Church
e FCC Preschool.


mailto:ealdefccdp@gmail.com
mailto:ctomsic@me.com

Happy Birthday to You!!

Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!!
If you would like to add a birthday, please contact the church secretary Paul
Whittenhall at 847/299-5561.

Doug Laws 01-Feb Emily Cruz 16-Feb
Amanda Smith 03-Feb John Foster 16-Feb
Christine Ashby 03-Feb Erik Lodewyck 17-Feb
Barb Franzen 05-Feb Carl Mahr 19-Feb
Shelby Lauterburg 05-Feb Norm Boyer 20-Feb
Flo Hoffman 06-Feb Frank Potempa 20-Feb
Lynn Vedral 06-Feb Deb Fogarty 22-Feb
Mary Spiegler 07-Feb Jayme Villa-Alvarez  22-Feb
Jennifer Nelson 08-Feb Erika Hahn 23-Feb
Laurel Douthwaite 09-Feb Joyce Masciopinto  23-Feb
David Kaplan 09-Feb Vito Pelletiere 23-Feb
Elizabeth Liston 09-Feb Harrison Nutley 26-Feb
Ben Whittenhall 10-Feb Paul Schmitt 27-Feb
Robbie Pittman 12-Feb Bob Crocker 28-Feb
Karen Potempa 14-Feb

Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of André Du Toit from Barry & Jana Haas



FROM OUR HISTORIAN, NANCY MEYER

g
Tom
Christian

Confirmation

David Bates (son of Carole and the late Wayne Bates) contacted Dr. Grice in early January.

He had been thinking about Tom Christian -- the fellow who served as our Minister to Youth
(1980-1981) and then as Part-Time Associate Minister (1981-1982). From Dr. Grice, both of
these years, Tom was a seminary student at McCormick (Presbyterian) Theological School in
the City. During the 1981-1982 school year, Tom and his wife, Julia - along with a young son -
lived in the Second Avenue Parsonage. Tom was well liked by church members and did a great
job working with the youth. After his second year and graduation from McCormick, Tom left
us and moved to Florida where he became a senior pastor. After Tom left, we formed a Search
Committee and eventually hired Rev. David Laaser, who began work at FCC in August 1983.

Dave said he wondered where Tom Christian happened to be these days. Dave had thought
about reaching out to Tom for old-times-sake. Sadly, Dave discovered Tom's obituary.

Per Dr. Grice, he was named after his great-great-great-Grandfather, Thomas Jonathan
Jackson, who is better known in American Civil War history books as "Stonewall Jackson."

In all ways, Tom was a "southerner" and a true "Southern Gentleman."

WINTER HAVEN - Rev. Thomas Jonathan Jackson Christian Il, 59, passed away on November
14, 2011 at his home in Winter Haven, FL from cancer.

Born on August 11, 1952 in Jacksonville, FL, Tom was a graduate of St. Andrews Presbyterian
College and McCormick Theological Seminary where he won the James and Ellen Taylor
Preaching award. He started his career as a sports editor at "The Laurinburg Exchange",
Laurinburg, North Carolina before hearing the call to ministry and embarking on his life's
mission to pastor the people of God. That call eventually led Tom to Polk County to become
the senior pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Haines City, FL where he served faithfully
for 23 years and was recently named Pastor Emeritus. He loved shepherding the people of FPC
Haines City and bearing witness for Jesus Christ in the community.



Beyond the church, Tom was an equally devoted and caring husband, father, and grandfather.
He loved talking with his family, traveling, sharing in personal jokes, and playing with his
grandson Caleb. He and his cherished wife of 36 years, Julia, held a special connection that few
could truly appreciate. Tom will always be remembered as a strong, Godly man who enjoyed
the simple blessings of life and had never missed an opportunity to have fun along the way.

Tom is survived by his wife Julia, his son and his spouse, Jonathan and Courtney Christian, his
daughters and their spouses, Julie and Zachary McGowen and Mary Beth and Billy McSwain,
and his grandson Caleb McGowen.

(Photo from Dave is of PF’ers on winter retreat at Tower Hill.)



First Congregational United Church of Christ
766 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, Illinois

www.fccdp.org

847/299-5561
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