
 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Following Christ, We Connect a Diversity of People with each other and with God! 

 
 

A Labor Day Theology (Vicki Kemper) 

 

Listen! The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and 

the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the earth in 

luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. You have condemned 

and murdered the righteous one, who does not resist you.  

- James 5:4-6 

  

This is not just another speech against the rich, even though the Bible is full of them, and James (maybe 

a brother of Jesus) warns "rich people" to "weep and wail for the miseries" coming their way. And it is 

also not just another exhortation to fair labor practices, though the Bible is full of those, too.  

 

No, if we read the passage again, we will notice the connection James makes between how workers 

are treated and how we honor Christ. We can also see how James compares the exploitation 

of laborers with the execution of the Suffering Servant, Jesus on the cross. When it comes to theology, 

James is known to be the opposite of the apostle Paul. Paul emphasizes that we are saved by grace 

alone and James, on the other hand, feels that faith without works is dead. But there's more: While Paul 

warns that the consequences of sin would be our death if it wasn’t for Christ, James goes further, saying 

that the sin of low wages kills Christ again, and again. That's some pretty serious Labor Day theology.  

 

Now, most of us are not "rich oppressors." We don't employ many people or set pay scales for large 

corporations. And yet: We do decide where to buy our food and do our shopping. We can research 

the labor practices of the businesses we patronize. We can actively support legislation to increase the 

federal minimum wage and improve conditions for farmworkers.  

 

And if we're among the many workers being treated unjustly, we can know that Christ works alongside 

us and joins our struggle for justice. And the next time any of us gets paid, we can give thanks for a 

Savior who cares about what's on our check, or our direct deposit. 

 

With Labor Day around us, may these words from the letter of James remind us that justice never takes 

a holiday but remind us to see Christ in all workers. Labor Day is also a good day to honor and say 

thanks to everyone who serves the common good by their hard work. And to remember those who 

are without work and all what a job means in our lives. May, Christ the Laborer, teach us how to do all 

our work for God.  

 

With Love, 

 

Co DuToit 
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Worship Ministry 
 

September 2 – Favorite Hymn Sunday 
                         Service of Worship                 9:00a (one service only) 
                         Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)         10:00a 
                         Lay Reader       Bob Crocker                  

                         Scripture Reading        Mark 7: 1-23     
                         Usher Team                  Jim Foster 

   

September 9 – Rally Day & Communion                 

                          Service of Worship                8:00a & 9:30a 
                          Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)    10:30a 
                          Lay Reader                          Sharon Urry 
                          Scripture Reading                   Mark 7: 24-37 
                          Usher Team                          Jim Foster 

 
September 16 

                          Service of Worship               8:00a & 9:30a 
                          Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)   10:30a 
                          Lay Reader                        Les Stein 
                          Scripture Reading                        Mark 8: 27-38 
                          Usher Team                        Jim Foster 

. 

     September 23 

                          Service of Worship              8:00a & 9:30a 
                          Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)  10:30a 
                          Lay Reader                       Heather Larson 
                          Scripture Reading                 Mark 9: 30-37 
                          Usher Team                                 Jim Foster 
 

     September 30 – Youth Sunday 

                          Service of Worship              8:00a & 9:30a 
                          Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)  10:30a 
                          Lay Reader                       Youth 
                          Scripture Reading                 Mark 9: 38-50 
                          Usher Team                                 Jim Foster 

 

 

 



Children’s & Adult Education Ministry 
Get Ready for Rally Day! 

Rally Day on Sunday, September 9 marks the beginning of the Sunday School year.  
Sunday School registration takes place before the 9:30am worship service, and ice cream 
sundaes will be served after the service.  We are starting to make plans for 2018-2019 
Sunday School year and would like to extend an invitation to all to participate in our 
Ministry. Please let Chris Thomas at: cthomas5688@mindspring.com or Sue Almerigi 
know at: sewnspark@sbcglobal.net if you are interested. We are looking for new ideas 
and energy to provide more fun options for our kids. 

 
 

Membership & Communications Ministry 
 

Summer Vacation Photos Coming Soon! 
If you have a favorite summer vacation photo to share, please include caption info and bring 
it to the Church Office.  Photos will be displayed in the cabinet in the main hallway 
throughout September.  Questions?  Speak with Debbie Walusiak. 

 

 
Evening Circle Prepares for New Year – All Women Welcome 

The women of Evening Circle will meet at 7:00pm on Tuesday, September 11 in the 
Barwick Room.  Many of the women have purchased underwear and socks for the Back 
Pack Ministry over the summer and will bring donations to the meeting.  We also will 
elect officers at this first meeting for the 2018/2019 church year, plan meeting agendas 
and pass around a sign-up sheet for volunteers to host meetings and read devotionals. 
Bring your ideas for future meetings on this night.  All church women are invited.  
 

Mission & Outreach Ministry 
 
Refugee Run/Walk on September 29 

Exodus World Services will sponsor a Run/Walk for Refugees on September 29.  The 5K 
Run/3K Walk begins at 8:30am at Judson University in Elgin.  Check-in starts at 6:30am.  
You can register at www.exodusworldservice.com or by calling 630/307-1400, ext. 100.  
Donations also are accepted through the website or by phone.  Refugees walk hundreds 
of miles to find peace and safety – their strength and courage is amazing.  Please consider 
providing assistance and friendship to these families who are rebuilding their lives. 

Registration Open for Autumn Adult Retreat 

The 2018 Autumn Adult Retreat will be held at Tower Hill Camp beginning Friday 
evening, September 28, and concluding at noon on Sunday, September 30. Adults of all 
ages and stages of life are cordially invited to share a weekend for spiritual renewal 

mailto:cthomas5688@mindspring.com
mailto:sewnspark@sbcglobal.net
http://www.exodusworldservice.com/


through interesting discussions, lively conversations, singing, Bible Study, and fellowship 
with people from different churches and communities. The topic for this year’s Retreat 
is “The Place of Faith Along the Ever Changing and Challenging Journey of Life.” 
Throughout the journey of life people face life-changing, life-altering experiences that 
can be quite challenging. And it is during such moments that people rely on their faith 
to provide perspective, understanding, balance, and meaning. The Retreat will focus on 
New Testament scriptures to personally discover the importance of living the Christian 
faith and values in positive ways as inspired by Bible stories, personal experiences and 
relationships, and within today’s world. There will be plenty of time to relax, enjoy the 
beautiful forests, dunes and beaches, and free time on Saturday afternoon to explore 
nearby shops and attractions. Each Retreat creates new friendships, happy experiences, 
and lasting memories.  This gently structured, intellectually challenging, and 
emotionally satisfying weekend retreat is designed to renew your faith, refresh your 
spirits and send you home ready to come back next year. To register for the Autumn 
Adult Retreat (Camp # 275), please call the Outdoor Ministry Office at 815-447-2390. 
For additional information or ride-sharing, contact Rev. Dr. William G. Grice, III 847-269-
8353 email: revwgg3@gmail.com; or Janet C. Thompson 847-989-4887 
email: jct216@gmail.com. Everyone is welcome. 
 

 
Thanks to those volunteers that helped load a truckful of metal for recycling in 
August – 6,800 lbs. worth!  Since our metal recycling program began in 2011, 
we have collected and recycled more than 157,000 lbs. of metal and raised 

more than $22,500 for various church missions and ministries. 
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Music & Drama Ministry 
Bells, Bells…I Hear Bells… 

It’s that time of year when our church handbell choir looks high and low for more ringers.  
Have you been thinking about trying something new?  Or, perhaps you used to play bells 
but haven’t done so in a long while.  This could be your year!  Come and join the fun for 
an hour of fellowship (and light aerobics) at 7:30pm on Mondays at church.  Questions?  
Contact Ellen Alde at 847/297-3231. 

 

Can You Carry A Tune? 

Choir season is underway but there’s still time for new singers to join!   Chancel Choir 
will sing for the first time on Rally Day on September 9.  The Choir will meet at 8:45am in 
preparation for the service.  Also, if you are interested in being in this year’s Christmas 
Cantata, it is called Lead Me Back to Bethlehem by Pepper Choplin.  The Cantata will 
most likely fall on a Sunday evening in December.  We encourage family and friends to 
participate even if they don’t regularly attend our church services.  Also, if you can’t 
attend our Wednesday night rehearsals but would like to be a part of the Cantata, please 
let us know as we will set up special rehearsals for you.  If you don’t consider yourself a 
singer but would like to help out, please get in touch with us as there might be a couple 
of things for you to do to help us during the run of the Cantata.  There will be one or two 
rehearsals, a day or two before the Cantata is performed, to include singers that aren’t 
a part of our weekly practices. Rehearsal CD’s also will be available. Rehearsals for Joyful 
Noise and Voices of Inspiration will be determined later.  For further information, contact 
Scott Emerick at708/244-3286 or scott_alan_emerick@yahoo.com. 

 
The Music & Drama Ministry wishes to thank Marcia Urban again for her leadership in 
directing our Chancel Choir during Scott’s absence.  God Bless! 

 

Property Ministry 
 

Orders Accepted for Memorial Garden Bricks 

Engraved bricks for our church’s memorial garden are available for purchase through 
December 2018.  Bricks can be engraved in honor of or in memory of loved ones and to 
commemorate special occasions such as weddings or birthdays.  Cost is $75 per brick.  Order 
forms are available outside of the Church Office.  For more information, please contact Bob 
McCullough at bobandbarb@gmail.com or 847/293-3949. 
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Our Wednesday Work Crew volunteers were presented with new T-shirts by Rev. Co 

during an August worship service.  Thanks, guys, for all your hard work! 
(Side note from the secretary-I love these guys!) 

 
 

Youth Ministry 
 

 



Our PF high school youth spent a week at Adam’s Camp in Colorado this summer.  
Come and hear their presentation in church on Rally Day, Sept. 9! 

Finance Committee 
 
Financial Report 

During Fiscal 2018, which ended on June 30, we had total income in our Church's general 
fund of $322,358 and expenses of $304,575.  This compares to a budget of 
$324,150.  Special thanks to church members and friends who gave of their financial 
resources to meet and exceed their pledges - and who gave of their time and talents in 
many fundraising efforts throughout the year.  And special recognition and thanks to 
our church staff and Ministries, who continued to do more with less, to maintain and 
expand church programs in our building, the community, and beyond.  The Finance 
Committee is pleased to report that at year end, we were able to add $17,783 to our 
Contingency Fund to cover possible future budget shortfalls and future staff 
recognition/appreciation expenses. 

 
 

 



Church member Anna Lodewyck displays her handiwork at a previous Craft & Vendor 
Sale. 
 

Craft & Vendor Sale This Month 

Please join us at this year's Craft & Vendor Sale, being held at our church on Saturday, 
September 22, from 9 am to 3:00 pm. Together, we can help make this year's event 
bigger and better than ever! 

 
 
Crafters & Vendors:  If you're a crafter or a direct sale vendor, there are still a limited 
number of tables available.  Reserve yours today.  Six-foot tables are $30; eight-foot 
tables are $40.  Access to electricity is just $10 more.  Contact Daisy Farley at 847-602-
9069 or by email at craftvendorfccdp@gmail.com with questions or to reserve a spot. 
Volunteers Needed:  Not selling at the Fair?  We need volunteers all day long, but 
especially to help with set-up (from 7:30 to 9:00 am) and with clean-up (from 2:30 to 
4:00 pm).  Contact Daisy or the church office if you can help. 
Bakers Wanted:  The Evening Circle is once again coordinating the bake sale, but 
everyone in the congregation is asked to help by baking.  Baked goods can be dropped 
off in the church kitchen on Friday.  Please label items as to whether or not nuts are 
included, but there's no need to cut or divide into portions. 
Come and Shop!  Most important of all, we want to increase the number of shoppers at 
this year's event.  Invite your friends, relatives, neighbors and co-workers.  In addition 
to crafts, seasonal decorations, and a variety of personal and household items, there 
will be yummy treats at the bake sale, as well and lunch and other treats available 
throughout the day. 

 

Bulletin Board of Bills 

The Bulletin Board of Bills will continue through the first week in September, so there's 
still time to participate.  Church attendance and offerings sometimes go down over the 
summer months, but our bills continue to come in.  You can help us keep up with 
expenses by making a donation to cover one of our typical church bills this summer.  On 
the Bulletin Board (located on the wall between the church office and the sanctuary) 
you can choose from a variety of bills ranging from just a few dollars to a hundred 
dollars or more.  Simply take the bill that you're able to cover and write a check, payable 
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to FCCDP, for the amount due.  Then bring it to the church office or drop it in the 
offering plate on Sunday morning. 

 

Church Fundraising Calendar 

We are currently assembling a calendar of all fundraisers planned by Church Ministries, 
committees and organizations during Fiscal 2018-2019.  This calendar will be submitted 
to the Church Council for approval at the September meeting.  It's important that the 
calendar includes all planned fundraisers so we can be sure that multiple groups aren't 
planning events for the same date.  If you have not yet submitted your fundraising 
plans, please drop them in the Finance box in the church office or email 
to surry1024@comcast.net by Monday, September 17. 

 

Personnel Committee 
Best Wishes, Nathan! 

Please join us in Webster Hall after the 9:30am worship service on Sunday, September 
9.  Special refreshments will be served in honor of our accompanist, Nathan Canfield, as 
we wish him well on his last Sunday with us. 

 

Save the Date 
  

Sept 2 Favorite Hymn Sunday 
Sept 9 Rally Day 
Sept 22 Craft & Vendor Sale 

 
 

 
Sharon Urry on the job at Wrigley Field. 
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Did You Know:  Retirement = Dream Job for this Church Member! 

(Submitted by Sharon Urry after much persuading)  
As I was nearing the end of a 45-year career in banking and insurance marketing, people 
would ask me, "What are you going to do when you retire?"  Without missing a beat I 
would say, "I'd like to work for the Chicago Cubs." I've been a Cubs fan my whole life.  In 
the mid-1950's, my mother and grandmother would take my brother and me to Cubs 
games on Ladies' Day.  In the 1960's, my friends and I would take the Addison Street 
bus down to Wrigley Field and sit in the bleachers (when it only cost $1).  I took my 
oldest son Ken to his first Cubs game when he was just three months old. Throughout 
the years, one of my favorite things to do was to take in a Cubs game.  I've been to 
spring training in Arizona a half-dozen times, and there was a stretch where I attended 
Cubs Opening Day for about 20 years in a row! 
 
I retired from my full-time job in 2016 and in early 2017 I went on-line and applied to 
work for the Cubs.  After a series of interviews, I was hired as a part-time Security 
Services Ambassador.  I have a different job every day, working in all areas of the 
park.  But whatever my assignment, my primary responsibility is to "help create lasting 
memories and enable every fan who enters the Friendly Confines to have a great 
experience."  That's easy.  I love sharing my love of the Cubs with others.  Two of my 
favorite things are talking to fans from other states and other countries who are visiting 
Wrigley Field for the first time and are just thrilled to be here.  And, seeing all the young 
families who hold their babies up, so I can take a picture of them with the Wrigley Field 
Marquee in the background. 
 
There are 81 baseball games (plus more for the playoffs!) and 10 concerts each year at 
Wrigley Field.  I have to work a minimum of half of them.  I've shivered on the 
concourse during snowy games in April and sweated in the bleachers on sunny, 95-
degree days in July.  The job entails standing and/or walking for 6-7 hours a day.  Some 
days I can catch glimpses of the game; other days I don't see a single pitch.  But I can 
honestly say, there's no place I'd rather be! 
 

Happy Birthday to You!! 
 

Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!!  
(Please notify the Church office if there are additions, deletions or corrections to be made.) 

 
Linda Huntzicker  9/1     Brandon Deadwyler         9/9 
Nina Potempa  9/1     Ansebel Du Toit            9/9 
Paul Whittenhall  9/3     Christopher Donoghue    9/10 
An Luu   9/5     Lauren Muhr            9/13 
Angela Hinderliter  9/6     Rhonda Yost             9/21 
Ralph Murdy  9/6     Sharon Miller  9/25 



Steven Skiba  9/6     Kristen Tangeros  9/25 
Connor Thomas  9/25 
Martha Hoffmann            9/26 
Gail Deadwyler  9/27 
Cody Meincke  9/29 
 

In Memoriam 
Rev. Garry Scheuer 
August 9, 2018 
(Reprinted in part) The Reverend Dr. Garry Albert Scheuer, Jr. 
departed this world in peace on August 9, 2018. He was born 
to Garry Scheuer, Sr. and Eleanor Scheuer on April 17, 1934 in 
Cleveland, Ohio and was younger brother to Don Scheuer. From an 
early age, and in partnership with Carolyn, his loving and devoted 
wife of 62 years, he lived a life of devotion to Christ and the Gospel, 
rooted in service and ministry to others, full of the love and 

compassion to which God calls us. From 1971-1979, he served as Senior Minister of First 
Congregational Church in Des Plaines, Illinois. During his time in Des Plaines, he appeared as 
a host and interviewer for a faith-focused news and perspective television program on NBC, 
one highlight of which was the opportunity to interview Dr. Norman Vincent Peale. He also 
began his decades of service to Kiwanis International while in Des Plaines and wrote and 
published a book of non-fictional faith stories, entitled God in Our Lives. Above all 
things, Garry cherished and nurtured his family. Even while meeting the demands of a busy 
career, he always managed to make time for his spouse, kids, grandkids, great-grandkids and 
friends who had been adopted as extended family. He is survived by Carolyn Scheuer, his wife 
of 62 years; son Garry Scheuer III (wife Sheree), daughters Markay Suevel (husband Eric), Terri 
Zinke, Christine Molinowski (husband Stephen) and Shawn Killebrew (husband James), and son 
Paul Scheuer (wife Betsy); grandsons Ken Scheuer, Joshua Suevel, Justin Suevel, Ryan Suevel, 
Garrett Zinke, Trey Zinke, Levi Zinke, Mark Killebrew, Addison Killebrew, Parker Killebrew, 
Joseph Scheuer and Samuel Scheuer; granddaughters Korissa Calcagno, Sierra Walsh, Brittany 
Ramsdell, Savannah Molinowski, Emily Molinowski and Lindsey Arn; great-grandsons Michael 
Hawkins, Devin Hawkins, Kyler Baker, Henry Calcagno and Whitman Walsh, and great-
granddaughters Kylee Baker, and Harper Calcagno. A Life Celebration was held in Sun City 
Center, FL on August 18. 
 

 

Gifts and Memorials 
Gifts were received in memory of Suzanne Crowder from Joyce & Rod Beets, Carl & Judy 
Mahr, Richard & Charlene Warren, David & Cynthia Hoch, of course, Wendelyn Wallace. 

 
 



  



 
 
From our Historian, Nancy Meyer 
 

We were all saddened to learn of the passing of our former Senior 
Minister, Rev. Garry Scheuer on August 9, 2018 in Florida.  I have a hard 
time realizing he and his family (Carolyn and the “six pack”) began 
ministering at FCCDP 46 years ago.  During his eight years here, many 
ideas and programs were introduced.  I’m sure I’ll miss some but here 
we go: 

- The practice of having lay liturgists read the scripture during 
morning worship 

- PF taking spring trips, the first to Padre Island in Texas 
- Two-year Confirmation Program  for high school students 
- The FCC Foundation was organized to provide  for endowments and bequests 
- PF Steak and Lobster Dinners were introduced to raise funds for future spring trips 
- Saturday Couples Group was organized for fun and fellowship 
- Members accompanied Rev. Garry & Carolyn Scheuer on two trips to the Holy Land 
- For the Bicentennial July 4 parade, FCC built a float -- replica of the Mayflower 
- A Korean Congregation started worshipping in our sanctuary each Sunday afternoon 
- Prayer Cards were used in worship for the first time in 1976 
- Maundy Thursday presentation reenacting the Last Supper first presented in 1977 
- In 1977 the children’s choir began the custom of holding a spring musical 
- Telephone Ministry introduced  so homebound people could dial in & hear live  service 
- Children’s Board started Balloon Sunday, eventually stopped by environmental concerns 

 
To quote from the Des Plaines Journal 8/15/18, “Though Rev. 
Garry Scheuer moved on from First Congregational Church in Des 
Plaines in 1979 after eight years as pastor, his legacy lives on in 
the building’s stained glass window.”    Rev. Scheuer designed the 
Rainbow Window above the doorway of the West Entrance.  He 
had described his inspiration for the subject matter in these 
words:   For me (the rainbow) is confirmation of the past, blessing 

of the present, and hope of the future.  From the ancient Noah covenant, to the challenge of the prophets, to 
the revelation of the Gospel, the rainbow symbolizes the grace and power of God.  It brings color and beauty 
to overshadow judgment and offers hope in the midst of conflict.   
 
Rev. Scheuer is survived by Carolyn Scheuer, his wife of 62 years; son Garry Scheuer III (wife Sheree), 
daughters Markay Suevel (husband Eric), Terri Zinke, Christine Molinowski (husband Stephen) and Shawn 
Killebrew (husband James), and son Paul Scheuer (wife Betsy); 12 grandsons, 6 granddaughters, 5 great-
grandsons and 2 great-granddaughters. 
 

Please contact me if you’d like a copy of his complete obituary.   



 


