
 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Following Christ, We Connect a Diversity of People with each other and with God! 

 
 

The Golden Rule….and Me 
  

"And the second commandment is like it: love your neighbor as yourself." 

- Matthew 22:39 

 

23andMe now offers you an opportunity for to discover who you are and then 

take a trip of the lifetime visiting your place of ancestral roots. But what if you 

don’t want to find out about yourself, just in case you don’t like what you will 

see?  

 

We all know the great commandment by heart:  

 

• Love God 

• Love your neighbor 

• Love yourself 

 

...in that order. 

 

I have a feeling that most of us have the hardest time with the third love.  

 

Genetics – thanks 23andMe - has already determined a good measure of who 

we are. And developmental psychology has proven the concept of 

temperament: each of us has a specific personality we were born with. We can 

control certain parts of ourselves. We can learn how to behave in more socially 

acceptable ways. But to a degree, we are who we are. 

 

Jesus said the second-most important thing we can do, after loving God, is love 

our neighbors as we love ourselves. But what if we relentlessly pick at and judge 

ourselves? What if we don’t like/love ourselves? Where does that leave our 

neighbors? 
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What if we approach it slightly differently: identifying the person we find easiest 

to love, the person whose imperfections are adorable, whose flaws are growing 

edges, whom we love not in spite of, but because of, their humanness - and 

then granting ourselves the tenderness and affection we offer them freely? 

 

Imagine a world in which everybody loved like this, from the inside out: all of us 

with intact egos, supersaturated souls, overflowing hearts? 

 

Prayer 

Holy One, you made me who I am, and you love me as I am. Help me love 

myself as you love me, and as I have loved so many others. Amen. 

  

Adapted from Molly Baskette, UCC Daily Devotions - July 3, 2018 

 

With love, 

 

Co DuToit  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship Ministry 
 

August 5 - Communion 
                         Service of Worship                 8:00a & 9:30a 
                         Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)         10:30a 
                         Lay Reader       Marcia Urban                  

                         Scripture Reading        John 6:24-35      
                         Usher Team                  John Foster 

   

August 12                 

                          Service of Worship                8:00a & 9:30a 
                          Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)    10:30a 
                          Lay Reader                          Katy Berman 
                          Scripture Reading                   John 6:35, 41-51 
                          Usher Team                          John Foster 

 
August 19 

                          Service of Worship               8:00a & 9:30a 
                          Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)   10:30a 
                          Lay Reader                        Lowell Handy 
                          Scripture Reading                        John 6:51-58 
                          Usher Team                        John Foster 

. 

     August 26 

                          Service of Worship              8:00a & 9:30a 
                          Coffee Hour (Webster Hall)  10:30a 
                          Lay Reader                       Marcia Alban 
                          Scripture Reading                 John 6:56-69 
                          Usher Team                                 John Foster 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Worship & Picnic in the Park in July was very well attended. 

 



Children’s & Adult Education Ministry 
Get Ready for Rally Day! 

Rally Day on Sunday, September 9 marks the beginning of the Sunday School year.  
Sunday School registration takes place before the 9:30am worship service, and ice cream 
sundaes will be served after the service.  Watch Notes from Co and your Sunday Tidings 
for details. 

 
 

Membership & Communications Ministry 

 
FCC Ladies’ Night Out in July at Bottle & Bottega was a huge success! 

 

Mission & Outreach Ministry 
Backpack Update 

Thanks to those who filled bankers’ boxes during our “Christmas in July” program to help 
District 62 students in need.  The deadline for turning in your filled boxes is August 12, 
when a special dedication will take place during Sunday worship, so there is still time to 
participate. 
 



Refugee Run/Walk on September 29 

Exodus World Services will sponsor a Run/Walk for Refugees on September 29.  The 5K 
Run/3K Walk begins at 8:30am at Judson University in Elgin.  Check-in starts at 6:30am.  
You can register at www.exodusworldservice.com or by calling 630/307-1400, ext. 100.  
Donations also are accepted through the website or by phone.  Refugees walk hundreds 
of miles to find peace and safety – their strength and courage is amazing.  Please consider 
providing assistance and friendship to these families who are rebuilding their lives. 

 

 

This summer fundraiser for the Self-Help Closet & Pantry of Des Plaines  
is a fun event for all ages – please join us! 

 

 

http://www.exodusworldservice.com/


Music & Drama Ministry 
Bells, Bells…I Hear Bells… 

It’s that time of year when our church handbell choir looks high and low for more ringers.  
Have you been thinking about trying something new?  Or, perhaps you used to play bells 
but haven’t done so in a long while.  This could be your year!  Come and join the fun for 
an hour of fellowship (and light aerobics) at 7:30pm on Mondays beginning August 20.  
Questions?  Contact Ellen Alde at 847/297-3231. 

 

…and, Singing… 

Choir season is just around the corner.  If you are a choir member or would like to be, we 
are starting rehearsals for the Chancel Choir on Wednesday, August 22 from 7pm to 9pm.   
Chancel Choir will sing for the first time on Rally Day on September 9.  The Choir will 
meet at 8:45am in preparation for the service.  Also, if you are interested in being in this 
year’s Christmas Cantata, it is called Lead Me Back to Bethlehem by Pepper Choplin.  The 
Cantata will most likely fall on a Sunday evening in December.  We encourage family and 
friends to participate even if they don’t regularly attend our church services.  Also, if you 
can’t attend our Wednesday night rehearsals but would like to be a part of the Cantata, 
please let us know as we will set up special rehearsals for you.  If you don’t consider 
yourself a singer but would like to help out, please get in touch with us as there might be 
a couple of things for you to do to help us during the run of the Cantata.  There will be 
one or two rehearsals, a day or two before the Cantata is performed, to include singers 
that aren’t a part of our weekly practices. Rehearsal CD’s also will be available. 
Rehearsals for Joyful Noise and Voices of Inspiration will be determined later.  For further 
information, contact Scott Emerick at708/244-3286 or scott_alan_emerick@yahoo.com. 

 

Property Ministry 

 



Thank You! 

Many thanks to church members Paul Meincke and Wendy Ellis for sharing their talents 
and enhancing the Barwick Room (see photo above).  The beautiful wood shelves and 
cabinets were constructed by Paul, and Wendy created the stained glass in the cabinet 
doors.  Check it out! 

 
FCC Gets ComEd Grant 

By working through an electrical contractor, our church has obtained a grant through 
Commonwealth Edison to upgrade the church lighting to LEDs.  The cost is approximately 
$14,000, with a rebate of more than $6,000.  The balance will be paid from the Property 
Fund and will be recouped in about 18 months through lower electric bills.  Work is 
scheduled to begin in August and be completed by early September.  For details please 
speak with Jim Foster. 

 

Finance Committee 

 
 
Craft & Vendor Sale Here Next Month 

We will be hosting our 4th Annual Craft & Vendor Sale on Saturday, September 22, from 
9:00 to 3:00 pm.  We have some new ideas to help make this sale our best one yet, but 
we need your help.  Mark your calendar!  Tell your friends!  Reserve  a table!  Plan to 
shop!  We're also looking for volunteers who can help out that day and we're hoping 
that every Ministry will participate at the sale in some way.  Tables are available for $30 
for a 6' table and $40 for an 8' table  Electricity is available for an additional $10.  For 
more information, or to reserve a table, contact Daisy Farley at 847-602-9069, or by 
email at craftvendorfccdp@gmail.com. 

 

Bulletin Board of Bills is Back 

Church attendance and offerings sometimes go down over the summer months, but our 
bills continue to come in.  Help us keep up with expenses by making a donation to cover 
one of the typical church bills this summer.  Check out the Bulletin Board of Bills, located 
on the Finance board, on the wall between the church office and the sanctuary.  You'll 
find a variety of bills posted there, ranging from just a few dollars to a hundred dollars 
or more - and everything in between.  Simply take a bill that you're able to cover and 

mailto:craftvendorfccdp@gmail.com


write a check, payable to FCCDP, for the amount due.  Bring it to the church office or 
drop it in the offering plate on Sunday morning.  This annual summer fundraiser will run 
through Labor Day. 

 

Electronic Giving an Option 

Have you ever considered Electronic Giving as an option for your regular 
offerings?  Even when you're not able to attend worship - due to illness, vacation, or 
any other reason - you can feel comfortable knowing that your contribution is still 
available to further God's work in our church and the community.  You can select to 
have a regular amount deducted from your checking or savings account - weekly, bi-
weekly or monthly.  And it's easy to get started.  Just contact Jana Haas or the church 
secretaries for more information. 
 

Personnel Committee 
The Personnel Committee is seeking a Church Accompanist beginning in September.  If 
you know anyone who would be interested or would like more information, please 
contact Rhonda Yost at rhonda.yost@gmail.com 

 

Save the Date 
  

August 12 Backpack Blessing 
Sept 9 Rally Day 
Sept 22 Craft & Vendor Sale 

 
Congratulations! 

 
“Tanner” with a zookeeper. 

mailto:rhonda.yost@gmail.com


Brookfield Zoo has a New Docent 

Best wishes to church member Larry Schimka, who recently became a Docent at 
Brookfield Zoo after completing 10 months of training.  Larry’s test animal was Tanner 
(pictured above), a 750-lb. California sea lion who also is the local zoo’s “bad boy” 
because he is loud and raucous, sports a tattoo and has multiple love interests!  
According to Larry, the word “docent” is derived from the Latin word “docere,” which 
means “to teach.”  In the US, the word is frequently used to identify trained volunteer 
educators in zoos, national parks and museums.  The Brookfield Zoo Docent program 
was founded in 1977. 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to You!! 
 

Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!!  
(Please notify the Church office if there are additions, deletions or corrections to be made.) 

 
Lisa Vedral   8/1     Riley Whittenhall   8/1 
Sandy Crocker  8/2     Michael Bryers   8/4  
Caitlin Farrell  8/4      Faith Engler    8/6   
Florence Huntzicker 8/8     Jane Burrows   8/9    
Philip Weber  8/10     Arlyne Mross   8/11 
Shirley Doyle  8/12     Brian Farrell    8/12 
Marilyn Juister  8/13      Caroline Lodewyck   8/13  
Johanna Lodewyck  8/13      Orin Luu    8/14 
Kaeden Fox   8/15     Max Makuch   8/16  
Judy Mahr   8/17      Roger Alde    8/23  
Jackie Schmitt  8/24      Dan O’Brien    8/25 
Janet Schuller  8/26      Alice Tucker    8/27 
Thomas Tucker  8/27     Faith Almerigi   8/28 
Aileen Kahle   8/28      Michelle Herrera   8/29 
Thomas Koulentes  8/29 
 
 
 

Gifts and Memorials 
 

Memorials were received in memory of Sue Crowder from Ralph Murdy, Patricia Hurley, and 
Marianne Roosey. 

A gift was received from Gerald and Joyce Petersen. 
 



FROM OUR HISTORIAN, NANCY MEYER                      
 
With our only service of worship starting at 9:00 am for the month of July, it got me 
remembering how the time and number of services has changed over the years. 
I searched through our Centennial Book and our 5th Quarter Century book and more 
recent Tidings and this is what I found. 
 
At our beginning 149 years ago, before we had our first church building, we met at the school house 
and members’ homes, with one reference to “Sunday afternoon” service.  When our first church was 
built at the southwest corner of Graceland and Prairie Avenues in 1872, it was heated by a big black 
Franklin stove, “probably only fired up for Sunday afternoon services”.  Other church meetings were 
held in warmer members’ homes.  By 1894 (after our first 25 years) our struggling congregation was 
large enough that “church worship services included Sunday morning and evening as well as 
Wednesday evening prayer meeting”.    By 1918 our worship service was ending at noon.*   In 1926 
two Sunday morning worship services were being considered.  At the same time talk started about 
needing a larger church building, which was completed in 1929. 
 
“Steady growth was maintained in attendance at the Sunday morning services of worship and church 
school.  In the fall of 1945, the full 9:30 o’clock church school program was supplemented by classes 
during the 11:00 o’clock church hour.”  By 1952 growth had reached the point where two complete 
services of worship could be held each Sunday morning, with the Church School meeting also at 9:30 
and 11:00 [two sets of teachers]. High School students acted as choir members, ushers and deacons 
for the first service and had a snack breakfast and Bible study afterwards.   
 
The decade of the 1970’s witnessed a decline in the school population in Des Plaines.  The declining 
population of enrolled school children was reflected within our church.  With less children, double 
sessions of Church School were discontinued and a single session was established during the 9:30 
worship hour.  Only infant and toddler care was provided during the 11:00 worship hour. 
 
For the summer months of 1989, Dr. Grice instituted an “early morning,” half-hour worship service at 
8:30 each Sunday.  The popularity of this service grew to the extent that regular worshippers at 8:30 
asked that the service continue on a year-round basis.  Due to choirs arriving early to rehearse on 
Sunday mornings for the 9:30 service, the 8:30 service was moved to 8:00 and continued throughout 
the year.  Coffee “hour” and fellowship was from 10:30 to 11:00.  Three Sunday worship services 
continued through 1994, with summer worship at 8:00 [30 minute “come as you are”] and 10:00 am. 
 
In November 1994, Congregation Council approved ending the regular 11:00 Sunday morning service 
after Thanksgiving, with services just at 8:00 and 9:30.  Some suggested, in its place, a Saturday 
evening service at 5:00, 5:30 or 6:00, but that never happened.  As a Chancel Choir member, I clearly 
remember when the elimination of the 11:00 service was announced, as that’s the service we had 
sung at.  The late Jack Wills, a loyal and outstanding tenor, said, “No way am I coming at 9:00 to 
warm up for a 9:30 am worship service.”  Of course, he did and never missed a Sunday! 
 
* Just had to share this paragraph from our Centennial Book.  Reverend Leonard Calvert came to our 
church in 1918. “Sometimes Rev. Calvert’s sermons ran as long as an hour, much to the dismay of 
many of the good housewives who had a Sunday roast heating in the oven at home.  It seemed as 
though Rev. Calvert became so engrossd in his subject matter that he lost all sense of time.  Finally 
someone put a watch on the pulpit beside Rev. Calvert’s sermon notes and Rev. Calvert managed to 
hold his sermons to about five minutes after the noon hour.”        
 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


