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Better Together

There is an old saying that goes, "No one is an island." Yet many of us try to live as though we
are. We pride ourselves on being independent. We don't want to inconvenience anyone. We
convince ourselves that we should be able to handle life's challenges on our own. While
independence certainly has its place, the Bible reminds us that God never intended us to walk
through life alone.

The writer of Ecclesiastes puts it beautifully: “Two are better than one, because they have a good
return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who
falls and has no one to help them up."(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10). It's a simple observation, but a
profound one. Life simply works better when we share it with others.

Think about almost any task. Whether you're moving furniture, tackling a difficult project, or
organizing a community event, another set of hands makes all the difference. The work becomes
lighter, the burden more manageable, and often the results far exceed what either person could
have accomplished alone. We really are better together.

But the writer isn't only talking about productivity. He's talking about people. Life has a way of
knocking us off our feet. Sometimes it's illness. Sometimes it's grief, disappointment, loneliness,
or simply the weight of everyday worries. None of us is immune from those moments when we
stumble. The blessing of community is knowing that someone is there to help us back up.

Perhaps that's one of the hardest lessons for many of us to learn. We often hide our struggles
because we don't want others to think we're weak. We put on brave faces and insist we're doing
just fine. Yet if no one knows we've fallen, how can they help us up? Healthy friendships require
a willingness to admit that we don't always have everything together—and that's okay.

The good news is that God has created us for exactly this kind of life. From the very beginning of
Scripture, God declares that it is not good for us to be alone. Throughout the Bible, faith is lived
out in community—in families, in neighborhoods, in congregations, and among friends who
encourage one another. One of God's greatest gifts is not simply giving us strength for the
journey, but giving us companions to walk alongside us.



That also means we are called to be that companion for someone else. Sometimes the greatest
ministry we can offer isn't a perfect answer or a carefully chosen Bible verse. Sometimes it's
simply showing up. A phone call. A visit. A listening ear. A handwritten note. An invitation for
coffee. Often the people who need encouragement the most won't ask for it. They simply need
someone who notices.

We say that we are Living Our Faith Through Service. Service certainly includes the things we do
together, but it also includes the relationships we build. Every smile offered, every meal shared,
every prayer spoken, every visit made, and every hand extended to someone who's struggling
becomes a living expression of Christ's love. This is how God strengthens his people—not only
through his presence, but through one another.

So, who might need a friend today? Who could use a word of encouragement, a helping hand, or
simply the reassurance that they are not alone? And perhaps an equally important question is
this: who might God be inviting you to lean on? We all need both kinds of relationships. After all,
God never intended us to carry life by ourselves. His wisdom still rings true today: two really are
better than one.

With love,

Rev. Co
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Guest Musicians — For six weeks this summer our Sunday morning worship services are
featuring special music. In July we heard from our own Marcia Alban on the viola and cellist
Buianto Lkhasaranov (both pictured). Other musicians featured in July include violinist Lorena
Uquillas and soprano/pianist Anastasia Antropova. More to come in August!

Are Those Bells You Hear?

Attention Wholly Ringers Handbell Choir volunteers! It is that time of year when church
activities begin to start back up. The choir has a few bells/chimes that need your help in
ringing. We are looking for a couple of people to give us a hand/arm. Experience? Some
background in music would be great but not necessary. Age? Fourth grade and up. We will
begin rehearsals on Monday, September 14 at 7:00pm and plan to play for the worship
service on September 27. Please contact Ellen Alde [ealdefccdp@gmail.com] with
questions. If you would like to check out how to play before the official start date that
would be FANTASTIC!! Just let me know and we can arrange a private lesson or two. Enjoy
the rest of summer and be safe.

More Music News...
Chancel Choir rehearsals for the upcoming church year begin on Wednesday, August 19.
All those interested are welcome to meet at church from 7:00pm to 8:30pm on that date.

For further information, contact FCC Music Director Anna Kovalevska at
annkovalevska@gmail.com.
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Open Hearts

A large group of church members and friends gathered for our summer “Let’s Eat Out”
at Lake Avenue Tavern in Glenview.

Snap a Picture, Please!
A reminder that our annual Summer Vacation photo display will be posted in the church
hallway cabinet in September. Whether you travel near or far, host a family gathering,

attend a special occasion or proudly tend to your garden, please consider sharing one of
your summer highlights!

Coffee and...
A reminder that donations of coffeecake, donuts, fruit and other snacks are most welcome

during fellowship in Webster Hall on Sunday mornings. Treats can be dropped off in the
kitchen before 9:00am worship. Thank You in advance!



Faith in Action

Christmas in July

(From Lowell Handy) The Backpack Project begins delivery for the new school year in
September. By now the Christmas in July collections should have been made and sometime
in August a Sunday date will be set aside to receive donations and bless the operation.
Meanwhile, any donations may be placed on the bench beside the Preschool entrance and
will be moved to the Backpack Room within the week. As we start up again this year, we
thank everyone who has donated time and food from last year and in the future for the
coming year. Asign-up sheet will appear in the Church Office once we coordinate with North
Elementary School. For further information, contact Lowell at handytreesh@att.net.
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Relay Rewind - You might recall that last month’s Tidings included a photo of
our FCC 2026 Relay for Life team members and friends. Featured above is our
2011 Relay team, pictured at the Des Plaines/Park Ridge Relay for Life at
Maine West High School. See any familiar faces?


mailto:handytreesh@att.net

Finance Committee

Hilton Raffle Winner Announced!
Congratulations to Nancy Meyer, who was the winner of 2 nights at the Hilton Garden Inn
Des Plaines in our recent summertime raffle! We're also pleased to announce that the raffle
brought in $375 for the church's general budget. Thanks to all who purchased raffle tickets.

Bulletin Board of Bills

Every year during the "lazy days of summer," our church conducts a Bulletin Board of Bills
fundraiser. This helps us offset the usual decline in offerings during the summer months,
when church members might be unable to attend worship because they're out of town or
participating in other summer activities. We've tried to make it as easy as possible for
everyone to participate. A selection of typical bills that the church receives - in a variety of
different amounts - are posted on the church bulletin board, between the church office and
the sanctuary. Select one that fits your budget and drop the bill and your check (made
payable to FCCDP) in the offering plate on Sunday morning or stop in the church office
during the week with your donation. A selection of Bills will also appear in Co's Notes each
week. Click on one and you'll be taken to the church website, where you can make a
donation in that amount. This fundraiser continues through Labor Day.

ACH Electronic Giving an Option
Many people have started giving their offerings on the church website, via PayPal. But did
you know that you can schedule your giving to happen automatically - weekly, bi-weekly,
or monthly? Set it once and forget it! No need to go online each month. Even if you're sick
or on vacation, you can still feel comfortable knowing that your contribution is available to
further God's work in our church and the community. Contact Eliud Alvarez or the church
secretary for more information.

Craft & Market Day Returns in October
Mark your calendar! FCCDP's 2026 Craft & Market Day will be held on Saturday, October 3,
from 9:00 to 3:00 pm. Crafter and vendor tables will fill Webster Hall, with additional
vendors in tents on the church's front lawn. Also included will be an all-church bake sale,
lunch items, a raffle for gift cards and other items plus The Buddy Foundation will be on
hand with adoptable pets.
Calling all crafters, artisans, and other vendors: Reserve a table today! 8-foot tables are
available for $40. An additional $10 for electricity. Outdoor spaces (10' x 10') will also be
$40. Not a crafter yourself? Invite your friends, neighbors, and relatives to participate.
Reservation forms are available on the credenza outside the church office and on the
church website.
Questions or need more information? Contact Daisy Farley at 847-602-9069 or at
craftvendorfccdp@gmail.com.



Can You Help?

Our church’s annual Second Time Around Sale needs two
volunteers to serve as co-chairs for next year’s sale. The 2027 Sale
is tentatively scheduled for April 24 but planning needs to begin
soon. For more information about what you could expect as co-

chair, please speak to Ellen Alde, or email her
at: ealdefccdp@gmail.com.

The Second Time Around Sale is our church’s largest example of “Living Our Faith Through
Service.” Members of the community with limited finances have come to rely on this
important source of low cost clothing and household goods. Plus, it is by far our largest
church fundraiser of the year — typically bringing in $20,000 to $25,000 for the church’s
general budget.

Please step forward and help ensure the future of the Second Time Around Sale. Your
Church Needs You!

Wendy’s Fundraiser!
Stop into Wendy’s Des Plaines anytime on Thursday, August 27, all day and 30% of
qualifying sales as a result of your participation will be donated to the First Congregational
Preschool. You must present the flyer when you order. Flyers are located on the credenza
by the Church Office.

Wayman Memorial Garden Brick Orders
The order deadline of August 31 is fast approaching! To order, stop by the Church Office
and pick up an order form.
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Happy Birthday to You!!

Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!!
If you would like to add/remove a birthday OR have a name revision to share,
please contact the Church Office at 847/299-5561.

Riley Whittenhall 01-Aug
Sandy Crocker 02-Aug
Elinor Bergdolt 03-Aug
Michael Bryers 04-Aug
Caitlin Farrell 04-Aug
Faith Engler 06-Aug
Philip Weber 10-Aug
Arlyne Mross 11-Aug
Brian Farrell 12-Aug
Marilyn Juister 13-Aug

Caroline Lodewyck  13-Aug
Johanna Lodewyck  13-Aug

Roland Hahn 14-Aug
Philip Deadwyler 16-Aug
Judy Mahr 17-Aug
Roger Alde 23-Aug
Jackie Schmitt 24-Aug
Jan Schuller 26-Aug
Tom Tucker 27-Aug
Faith Almerigi 28-Aug

Michelle Herrera 29-Aug

In Memoriam
Nancy Baggott Ford
July 7, 2026



From our Historian, Nancy Meyer

(Originally a Tidings Tidbit 6-14-09)

Ever wonder what the four flags are in front of our sanctuary?? With the celebration of Flag
Day, | got curious about our flags. Of course, one of them is the American flag. But | shouldn’t
say ‘of course’ because for a long time, churches did not display flags. Dr. Grice says, “For many
years, churches did not have flags in their sanctuaries. The reason was not only separation of
church and state, but the appearance of a church being "wedded" to the nation, asin a "national
church," such as they had in Europe. The founding of our nation was, in part, due to the belief
in freedom of religion that was not tied in any way to the crown (or government).” | will have
to do more research to see if | can find out when we added flags to our sanctuary. | know it was
before 1972 because “the American and Christian flags were looking seedy” so were replaced
(with new stands), as reported in the May 14, 1972 Tidings.

Back to our four flags...The United Church of Christ flag is next to the American flag on the left
side of the sanctuary (the minister’s right as he faces the congregation). Next to the pulpit are
the Christian flag and what was a “mystery” flag...couldn’t find it on the internet or in any church
catalog. However, Dr. Grice came through once again! It was designed specifically for our
church back in the 1970’s. Back to the old Tidings, looking for details... Eureka! Titled “OUR
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH’S OWN FLAG”, here’s what the article in the November 17,
1974 Tidings said: “It is not entirely new, but it was not complete until recently. What began it
all was planning for the 4t of July parade. We thought about ‘flags.” We had the American Flag,
the Christian flag, and the United Church of Christ flag, but no church flag. Our staff did some
research and came up with this design of a blue and white field diagonally divided, a red shield
with a gold gospel cross and a blue crown. The design was executed by Mrs. John (Barbara)
Meier before the Meiers left our community for Wisconsin. And finally, the staff, base and
tasseled cord were a gift from the Spiegler’s Store. We appreciate those who made this church
flag possible, and we are proud of it.” (Additional photos on following page)

American Flag Christian Flag



United Church of Christ Flag First Congregational Church of DP Flag
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