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Living Our Faith Through Service

A New Year's Prayer

At the start of a new year, there’s a lot of pressure to make resolutions—to do better, be
better, tfry harder. Eat healthier. Get more organized. Be more productive. None of those are
bad things, but Scripture offers us a different starting point for a new year.

In the book of Kings, we're told that God appeared to Solomon in a dream and said
something astonishing: “Ask whatever you wish, and I'll give it to you.” (1 Kings 3:5). Solomon
could have asked for power, wealth, or success. Instead, he asked for wisdom—for
discernment—to lead God's people well.

That story always stops me in my tracks. I'm cautious of turning God into a kind of divine
Santa Claus, as if prayer were just a wish list for personal improvement. But at the beginning
of a new year, maybe the better question isn't What do | want to fix about myself¢ but What
does God—and the world—really need from us right nowe

Perhaps this is the moment to ask who Love is calling us to be—and how we might need to
grow or change to let that love live more fully in and through us. And perhaps we can admit,
honestly, that we can’t do that on our own.

Solomon didn’t ask for an easier job. He asked for the wisdom to do the work he'd been
given. In much the same way, maybe our prayer for this new year is not for comfort or
certainty, but for faith—the kind of faith that helps us follow Jesus into unfamiliar territory.

This feels especially fitting as our congregation steps into a new season with a renewed sense
of vision and mission. We've named our calling clearly: to be a welcoming community of
faith and to live our faith through service. That's not just a slogan for a banner or a meeting—
it's a prayer in action. It's a way of asking God to shape our hearts, our ministries, and our
relationships so that love, not fear, has the final word.

There has never been another church quite like this one. There has never been another
moment quite like this. This year—this time—needs people willing to be fransformed by love
and then sent out to serve with courage and compassion.



So maybe our New Year's prayer is simple, and bold, and a little risky:

God, give us the wisdom to know what matters.
Give us the faith to follow.
Give us love enough to fill our hearts—and spill over info the world.

And trust that the God who calls us is also the God who equips us.

With love,

Rev. Co



January 4

January 11

January 18

January 25

Worship Ministry

Service of Worship

Fellowship/Sunday Brunch

Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Delivering Flowers

Communion
Service of Worship
Fellowship

Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Delivering Flowers

Service of Worship
Fellowship/Potluck
Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Delivering Flowers

Service of Worship
Fellowship

Lay Reader
Scripture Reading
Delivering Flowers

9:00am — www.fccdp.org
10:00am

Corrine Bachar
Ephesians 1:3-14

Betty McMillan

9:00am - www.fccdp.org
10:00am

Isaiah 42:1-9
Cindie Hoch

9:00am - www.fccdp.org
10:00am

Lowell Handy

1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Marlene & Doug Laws

9:00am - www.fccdp.org
10:00am

1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Pam Lorvig
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http://www.fccdp.org/
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In case you missed it - Our end-of-year
informal Sunday worship in Webster Hall
included a looking behind/looking ahead
discussion, lively holiday piano music and a
delicious catered breakfast from Sunrise
Grill in Des Plaines. Happy New Year to all!




Children’s & Adult Ed Ministry
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Our Sunday School students presented a festive Christmas pageant in December

Membership & Communications Ministry

Our 3 x 6 social groups continued to meet for a meal and fellowship in

December. Pictured at the DuToit home are (I to r) Ellie DuToit, Corrine & Rob
Bachar and Rod & Joyce Beets.



Our annual Christmas caroling “caravan” made stops this year at The Alden, Lee Manor,
Asbury Court and Church Creek and included visits with church members Jan Schuller
and (below) Tom Tucker.




Come to Creative Conversation
Our church “book club” will meet on January 12 to discuss Mailman by Stephen Starring
Grant. Creative Conversation typically meets at 10:00am on the second Monday of the
month for a lively and informal discussion in the Barwick Room. All are welcome,
regardless of whether you’ve actually read the book.

Ladies’ Night Out This Month

Why not consider beating those January blues by joining other church members and
friends for an evening of wine and conversation on Thursday, January 15? Plan to meet
at 5:00pm at Uncork, Unwind in downtown Des Plaines (1440 Miner St.) All adult women
are welcome — bring a guest! In addition to a huge wine selection, the local business
offers an array of appetizers and small plates as well as beer, soft drinks and more. Sign
up at church or through our website if you plan to attend. Questions? Contact Debbie
Walusiak at 847/337-1443.



Mission & Outreach Ministry

Backpack Mission Continues to Aid Local Students

As 2026 begins and school resumes, First Congregational Church returns to supplying
weekly nutrition for deserving students at North Elementary School. The first deliveries
will be made on January 8, 2026. At the moment we have supplies for the first few weeks,
but by the end of January we will be in need of several items, including: boxes of Mac &
Cheese, small (£16 o0z.) cans of beef stew or chili, fruit cups, condensed soup [child
friendly varieties], individual packets of oatmeal or packets/boxes of breakfast cereals,
and small plastic containers of peanut butter and of jelly. There is a sign-up sheet for
making deliveries in the church office. As always, many thanks for your continuing
support. Questions? Lowell Handy at handytreesh@att.net.

Music Ministry
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Many thanks to our Chancel Choir for a wonderful Christmas Cantata performance in
December. The choir is directed by Jamey McDunn and accompanied by Anna Kovalevska.

Looking Ahead...
Our church’s Wholly Ringers, Chancel Choir and Chancel Players will present a combined
spring concert with an international theme in March. A potluck supper will be held prior
to the concert. Details coming soon!



Youth Ministry
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Cookies!!! The annual PF holiday cookie walk in
December was a huge success, with monetary proceeds
to be applied to the youth group’s Summer 2026 trip to
the Boundary Waters. Thanks to all those who baked,
bought and contributed otherwise to this festive
fundraiser! Among those from our congregation who
shopped for cookies were Gloria Kurtz & Ralph Murdy
(pictured at left).




Finance Committee

Tax Credit Received
We're pleased to report that the church received an early Christmas present this year,
when we received $35,775 from the IRS, as a result of the Employee Retention Credit we
applied for after the pandemic. A portion of these funds were used to pay a Christmas
Bonus to church staff, with the remainder invested in a contingency fund to help us cover
future budget shortfalls.

Gift Card Sale Results
Thanks to everyone who supported our recent Holiday Gift Card Sale. Church members
and friends purchased almost $28,000 in gift cards, which resulted in a profit of $1,428
for the church's general budget. Special thanks to Rod Beets for all his hard work
organizing and overseeing this important church fundraiser.

Donations Sought for Talent & Gift Auction

Our 2026 Talent & Gift Auction is set to begin in early February, and we need your help
to make it successful. Bidding will be done via email, text, telephone, or in person after
Sunday worship services. The success of our Talent & Gift Auction doesn't just depend on
people placing bids, it also depends on the donation of auction items. Please give some
thought to what you might be able to donate. Baked goods or a home-cooked meal? A
craft project or artistic creation? A service or lessons you can provide? Some of the most
popular items in past years were theatre tickets, sporting events, artwork, and vacation
packages. If you can donate an auction item, please contact Sharon Urry
at surryl024@comcast.net, no later than Sunday, February 1st. Last year, our auction
raised $3,312 for the church's budget, this year's goal is $3,500. But remember, we can
only reach that goal with your help.



mailto:surry1024@comcast.net,

FCCDP Tree of Life

Ever wondered about the FCCDP Tree of Life, that's located in the
hallway across from the Church office? The tree was erected in 2011 to
recognize special contributions made to the life and growth of our
church. It was made possible through a generous donation by long-
time church member Betty Wayman and was constructed by Paul
Meincke. If you're considering making a large contribution to our
church, above and beyond your regular pledge, remember that
contributions of $2,500 or more are recognized with a leaf on the

tree. Over the past 15 years, many current and former church members
have been recognized. We thank every one of them for their exceptional support!

Four different donation levels are recognized: a green leaf for a donation of $2,500 to
$4,999; a bronze leaf for a donation of $5,000 to $9,999; a silver leaf for a donation of
$10,000 to $24,999; a gold leaf for a donation of $25,000 or more. Donations to the
Church Foundation, a specific Church Ministry, or general gifts (outside of regular pledges)
will be recognized. Personal property, securities, and real estate will be recognized at
market value when received by the church. For more information, contact the Church
Office.

“Second Time Around” Fast Approaching...Drop-offs Continue This Month

STA sale update from Ellen Alde: As | write this Christmas is rapidly approaching, which
means that the STA sale is ONLY four [4] months away to the day!! OH MY! By the time
you read this it will be less than four [4] months — did | say four months! So, this is the
perfect time as you are decluttering from the holidays to sort those items that need a new
home into boxes [labeled of course] that can then come to the church. To those of you
who have been dropping items off Thank you so much! Please continue to label your
treasures. And | almost forgot: Our Next Dropoff dates are Sunday, January 11 (after
church) and Wednesday, January 14 from 10:00am — 11:00am.



Happy Birthday to You!!
Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!!

If you would like to add/remove a birthday, please contact
the Church Office at 847/299-5561.

Alex Masciopinto 01-Jan
Francois DuToit 01-Jan
Dave DeHart 03-Jan
Heather Larson 03-Jan
Ann Grice 08-Jan
Andy Olsen 09-Jan
Rev. Co 10-Jan
Ken Santos 11-Jan
Jana Haas 12-Jan
Connor Tomsic 12-Jan
Sherrie Loureiro 13-Jan
Jennifer Nutley 15-Jan
Sean Nutley 16-Jan
Eric Nanstiel 17-Jan
Ava Olsen 19-Jan
Will Grice 22-Jan
Jeannie Johnson 22-Jan
Vito Pelletiere 24-Jan
Dan Meincke 27-Jan
Matt Cameron 28-Jan
Rod Beets 29-Jan
Michael Liston 30-Jan

Patti Fink 31-Jan



A very special birthday — Longtime
church member LaVerne Johnson
turned 102 on December 25. She is
the mother of Scott Johnson and
Nancy Brink and has three
grandchildren and five great
grandchildren. Happy Birthday,
LaVerne!

In Memoriam

George J. Bielat
December 2, 2025

Save These Dates!

January 11 — STA Drop-off
January 15 — Ladies’ Night Out
February 8 — “Souper Bowl|” Sunday
February 18 — Ash Wednesday
April 5 — Easter Sunday
April 25 - “Second Time Around” Sale




From our Historian, Nancy Meyer

(Originally published in Tidings JANUARY 2010)

Happy New Year! How did you celebrate on Dec. 31, 2009? Did you ever wonder how it was celebrated by
our congregation sixty-six years ago on Dec. 31,1943?  Believe it or not, here are extracts from the 4-page
supplement to the 12/23/43 Tidings titled “New Year’s Eve News”.......

A professional floor show, a romantic movie in Technicolor, and inspiring devotional service, a midnight
supper, and dancing till 2:30 a.m. to Ernie Mac’s all-colored orchestra ‘Rhythm Kings’, are all on the agenda of
the Third Annual New Year’s Eve Celebration. By eight o’clock, Webster Hall will be a hilarious fun-rendezvous.
This will be accomplished by the introduction of soft multi-colored lights and comfortably upholstered furniture.
The Balcony Lounge will be reserved for those who wish to view the merrymaking from a safe distance. The
committee has announced this is a Dutch treat, non-date affair. Ladies who prefer to wear formals may do so
and those who like more informal clothes should come dressed as they do for other church functions.

According to the amusement committee, the evening of pleasantry will start promptly at 8 p.m. with our
versatile cinema expert, Dr. John Heller, projecting a 3-reel sound movie in Technicolor, “This is America”,
selected by the Rockefeller Foundation as the finest film produced in 1941 depicting the beauty of America,
followed at 9:00 with general dancing. The big floor show is scheduled to start at 9:40 p.m., followed by another
inning of dancing until 11:15 when all will adjourn to the Sanctuary for the midnight service. Favors will be
distributed at the “Stroke of Twelve” so that the New Year can be welcomed in a jubilant and vociferous manner.
After the serving of the midnight supper, dancing will continue until the wee morning hours.

Corps of “willing workers” from the Social Union will prepare the midnight supper of chicken salad, cheese
and cold meat sandwiches, relishes, cake, ice cream, coffee and cocoa for the youngsters. This fine meal is
included in the $1.10 admission fee.

Raymond Close, our local chalk talk artist, a World War | vet with medals including Purple Heart, Silver Star
and French croix de guerre, will entertain with interesting creative sketches. George Engh, Yeoman 2" class
USNR, a fine baritone with a pleasing personality, will sing 3 popular numbers: “Anchored”, “l Think Upon the
Maidens” and “Three for Jack”. He is a 1937 Maine graduate. Dianne Andrews, a young artist who will soon
be at the top of the marimba field, will play Christmas carols and selections by Fritz Kreisler.  June Rold, who
danced on Broadway in Irving Berlin’s “Music Box Review” when only 17 and who later spent several years in
vaudeville as a toe and acrobatic dancer, will be another professional number on the pre-midnight stage show.
Her act will be augmented by two dance groups she developed this fall in her Rold School of Dancing at the Des
Plaines American Legion Home. Mavis and Phyllis Kunisch, who are past masters in the art of swing and boogie-
woogie, will sing a group of popular ballads: “White Christmas”, “Do Ra Me”, “That’s Sabotage” and “My Heart
Tells Me”. G.G. Lee, a Chicago musician, will also appear sometime during the evening and sing 2 seasonal
favorites, “White Christmas” and “I'll be Home for Christmas if Only in my Dreams”. He may supplement
baritone contributions with a lively Negro number.



The responsibility for transforming Webster Hall into a deluxe fun-rendezvous has been left to the Pilgrim
Fellowship group. We know that judging from the enthusiasm they displayed in other matters this fall, a real
surprise is in store. This work is being supervised by Ernest Grant.

The only serious note to the entire 6 %2 hour program will come at 11:15 when all merrymakers leave Webster
Hall for the sanctuary and a short midnight worship service. Theme for the meditation will be “What the New
Year Means to Us”, offered by Mr. Ernest Grant, who is Dr. Brehm’s assistant. Special music will be furnished
by members of the Chancel choir and by Mrs. Jessie Mae Slusser on the Webster organ.

Your cooperation in purchasing your tickets today, not tomorrow, will greatly aid the committee in making
their final arrangements. Food is rationed and must be ordered in advance.

All Church Officials have been appointed official host and hostesses during the New Year’s Eve Celebration
and are to assist the committee in greeting and welcoming all merrymakers.



January 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday |Friday Saturday
Fundraisers: 1 New Year's Day 2 Office Closed 3
Office Closed
4 S ] 7 8 9 10
9:00am Worship 8:00a WWC
10:00am Fellowship 10:00a Bible Study
Confirmation Class 11:00a Personnel
Chancel Players
10:30a Sunday Brunch
6:30p Music & Drama
7:00p Chaneel Choir
11 Communion 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00am Worship 12:00p Administrative | 9:00a2 WWC
10:00am Fellowship 10:00a Creative Staff 10:00a Bible Study
10:00am Ministry Staff Conversation
6:00p Membership &
Communications
7:00p Finance T:00p Worship 6:00p PRC
7:00p Wholly Eingers Ministry L00p Chancel Chotr Z:00p Ladies Night Out
18 19 MLK Jr. Day 20 Tidings Deadline | 21 22 23 24
0:00am Worship 9:002 WWC
Ne Sunday Schoel 13:00a Bible Study
10:00am Fellowship
Potluck
6:30p Property
T:00p Wholly Ringers
7:00p Chaneel Choir
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Q:00am Worship 9:00a WWC

[10:00am Fellowship
Confirmation Class

T:00p Wholly Ringers

7:00p Council

10:00a Bible Study

7:00p Chaneel Choir




CLEAN UP - GIVE BACK

Aluminum can drive

Every can recycled will raise funds for a
box truck for Clean Up Give Back

STEP 2.

Bring them to First Congregational Church
766 Graceland in Des Plaines
by the West Entrance parking lot

—OR
Drop off at Oakton College in Parking Lot A

Sign up for the app using code TC2N

resinrecyclables.com
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