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Living Our Faith Through Service 

 
 

 

 
Back-to-Church Sunday 

 
Psalm 105:1–6, 37–45 

 
September always seems to bring with it a sense of beginning again. Schools are back in session, 
summer vacations are winding down, routines are returning, and here at church we prepare for 
what we once called “Rally Day” and now call “Back-to-Church Sunday.” It is also the beginning of 
another year of Sunday School. 
 
And so, before anything else, I want to say thank you to our Sunday School teachers. Thank you 
for teaching. Thank you for preparing lessons. Thank you for telling the stories. Thank you for 
loving our children. And thank you for helping all of us fulfill the promises we make when a child 
is baptized—to surround them with a community of love and to help them grow in faith. What 
you do matters. 
 
Psalm 105 is a long psalm, but much of it does something surprisingly simple: it tells a story. It 
remembers Abraham and Sarah, Joseph and Egypt, Moses and the Exodus, the wilderness and 
the Promised Land. It tells the story of Israel, but behind it all, it tells the story of God—God 
remembering, God providing, God rescuing, God leading, God remaining faithful. 
 
And really, that is one of the most important things we do in Sunday School. We tell the stories. 
Stories are much more than entertainment. Stories help us understand who we are. They furnish 
our imaginations. They give us something to hold onto when life becomes difficult. They remind 
us that our own little story is part of something much bigger. 
 
And as people of faith, what stories we have! Together they make up one great story—the story 
of a God who created this good world in love and refuses to give up on it. The story of a God who 
keeps finding a way when we cannot see one. The story of a God who walks with ordinary, 
imperfect people and does extraordinary things through them. The story of a God who comes 
among us in Jesus Christ and shows us just how far divine love is willing to go. 
 
That is why Sunday School matters. Will our children remember every lesson their teachers 
prepare? Probably not. They may forget which king came before which prophet. They may mix 
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up Moses and Noah. They may someday struggle to remember whether Zacchaeus climbed an 
olive tree, an oak tree, or—yes—a sycamore tree! 
 
And that’s okay. Because if, years from now, they have forgotten most of their Sunday School 
lessons but still remember that this church loved them, that they belonged here, and that God 
loved them, then something incredibly important has taken root. 
 
That’s a win. And not just for our Sunday School teachers. That’s a win for all of us, because 
Christian education isn't something we hand over to a few volunteers in a classroom. Every one 
of us helps tell the story—in the way we welcome a child, learn their name, listen to them, 
encourage them, include them, and show them what the love of Christ looks like. 
 
So, as we celebrate Back-to-Church Sunday and begin another year of Sunday School, I hope we 
will do more than simply bring the children back to their classrooms. I hope all of us will come 
back to the story—the wonderful, sometimes messy, always surprising story of God's love and 
faithfulness. 
 
And to our Sunday School teachers: thank you. Thank you for being among our storytellers. Tell 
the stories. Tell them with joy. Tell them with love. Tell them again and again. Because long after 
the details of a lesson have faded, a child may still remember the most important part of the 
story: 
 
God loves you. 
We love you. 
And you will always have a place here. 
 
See you on Back-to-Church Sunday! 
 
Rev. Co 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Sacred Gatherings 
 

September 6 Labor Day Weekend 
Service of Worship   9:00am – www.fccdp.org 

                                  Fellowship    10:00am 
 Lay Reader    Katy Berman 

Scripture Reading   Matthew 18:15-20 
Delivering Flowers                Marlene & Doug Laws  

 
September 13 Communion/Brunch/”Back to Church” Sunday  

 Service of Worship   9:00am - www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship              10:00am  

 Lay Reader    PF Youth 
 Scripture Reading             Romans 14:1-12 

Delivering Flowers   Pam Lorvig 
 
                         
September 20 Service of Worship   9:00am - www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship/Potluck   10:00am 

 Lay Reader    Ellen Alde 

 Scripture Reading       Philippians 1:21-30                
Delivering Flowers   Joanne Kimball 

 
September 27    
   Service of Worship   9:00am - www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship         10:00am 

 Lay Reader              Sharon Urry 
 Scripture Reading             Philippians 2:1-13     

Delivering Flowers   Laura Dahl 
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New Bible Study Session This Month 
Who Do You Say That I Am? Following Jesus Through the Gospel of Mark. Join us for a new 
six-week Wednesday Bible study exploring the Gospel of Mark with Amy-Jill Levine’s The 
Gospel of Mark: A Beginner’s Guide to the Good News. The session starts at 10:00am on 
Wednesday, September 9, in the Barwick Room and on Zoom. Mark moves quickly! Jesus 
calls disciples, heals, challenges assumptions, crosses boundaries, and invites people to 
follow him. Along the way, one question keeps emerging: Who is this Jesus—and what does 
it mean to follow him today? Each week we’ll explore Scripture together, watch a short 
video presentation by Levine, and enjoy plenty of conversation and discussion. No Bible 
expertise required—and you don't need to have all the answers! Just bring your questions, 
curiosity, and an open heart. Come join us as we walk with Jesus through Mark and wrestle 
with his question for ourselves: “Who do you say that I am?” Everyone is welcome!  

 

         

Guest Musicians – For six weeks this summer, our Sunday morning worship services featured 
special music.  Evgenia Alekseeva (left), a professional oboist and pianist who made her solo 
orchestral debut at age eight, was accompanied by Anna Kovalevska, FCC music director.  Violinist 
Julia Perekhozhuk (right), 17, is a student at the Music Institute of Chicago. A member of the 
Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra for the past nine years, she served as concertmaster during 
the group's tour of Spain in 2025.  Special thanks to Anna for arranging this summer series of 
talented musicians! 

 



 

 

Not Hearing Those Bells Yet? 
Attention Wholly Ringers Handbell Choir volunteers! 
Did you miss last month’s offer for FREE music lessons?  It is not too late - the choir has a 
few bells/chimes that need your help with ringing. We are looking for a couple of people 
to give us a hand/arm. Experience? Some background in music would be great but not 
necessary. Age? Fourth grade and up. We will begin rehearsals at 7:00om on Monday, 
September 14 and plan to play for the worship service on September 27. Please contact 
Ellen Alde at ealdefccdp@gmail.com for details. 

 

Faith in Action 

 

 
Church members Deb Alde and Lowell Handy prepare to 
pack supplemental food and snack bags for North 
Elementary School students. 

  Backpack Ministry Prepares for New School Year 
(From Lowell Handy) The Des Plaines Community Backpack Project begins again this month 
for the 2026-2027 school year. First Congregational Church UCC once again is providing 
supplemental food and snacks for 10 students at North Elementary School. A great thank 
you is extended to the congregation for its overwhelming response to the Christmas in July 
appeal for donations.  For those who did not notice, the donations on the bench by the 
Preschool door on August 16 included many generous food and school supply items, all of 
which will be used. At the moment, we are ready for the start of the school year. However, 
as need arises requests will be made known. A sign-up sheet for delivery volunteers will 
appear once arrangements have been made with the school social workers. Meanwhile, 
AGAIN, so very many thanks! Questions? Lowell Handy handytreesh@att.net. 
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Learn & Grow 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Open Hearts        

Snap a Picture, Please! 
A reminder that our annual Summer Vacation photo display will be posted in the church 
hallway cabinet in September.  Whether you travel near or far, host a family gathering, 
attend a special occasion or proudly tend to your garden, please consider sharing one of 
your summer highlights! 

Coffee and… 
A reminder that donations of coffeecake, donuts, fruit and other snacks are most welcome 
during fellowship in Webster Hall on Sunday mornings.  Treats can be dropped off in the 
kitchen before 9:00am worship.  Thank You in advance! 
 

Finance Committee 

Financial Report 
During Fiscal 2026 (which ended on June 30), we had total income in our Church's General 
Fund of $356,298.30 and expenses of $348,101.00, resulting in a surplus for the year of 
$8,197.30. In order to end the year with General Fund income and expenses in balance, 
$8,197.30 will be transferred to the church's Restricted Funds, per the direction of the 
Church Council. Thank you for your ongoing support of First Congregational Church of Des 
Plaines. 

 Craft & Market Day Here Next Month – Helpers Sought 
FCCDP's Craft & Market Day will be held on Saturday, October 3, 
from 9:00 am through 3:00 pm. Crafter and vendor tables will fill 
Webster Hall, with additional vendors possibly located in tents on 
the front lawn.  Also included will be an all-church bake sale, 
puppies available for adoption, lunch items fresh off the grill, and 
more.  Again this year we plan to raffle off a basket(s) of gift cards 
and other items ... valued at over $1,000.  We hope all of you will 
be able to help in some way to make this one of our most successful Craft Sales 
yet!  Questions, or need more information?  Contact Daisy Farley at 847-602-9069. 

  We're currently looking for more crafters, artisans, and other vendors to reserve a table and 
participate in the sale.  8-foot tables are available inside Webster Hall for $40.  An 
additional $10 for electricity.  Outside spaces (10' x 10') are also available for $40.  Not a 
crafter yourself?  Spread the word! Invite your friends, neighbors, and relatives to 
participate.  Reservation forms are available on the credenza outside the Church Office and 
on the church website. 

 



 

 

• Bakers needed!  Help us fill the bake sale table with yummy, homemade treats.  Let Faith 
Engler know if you can participate.  Baked goods can be dropped off at the church on 
Friday, October 2. 

• Donate a raffle item!  Gift cards and services or small gift items.  Ask local businesses you 
frequent if they can donate a gift certificate to this church fundraiser. 

• Books, movies, and music.  At this year's sale, our Book Nook will not only feature books 
for sale, we'll also be including music and movies.  We would appreciate donations of LP 
records, CDs, DVDs, etc.  Donations can be dropped off in the church office. 

• Volunteer to help on the day of the sale.  Let Sharon Urry know if you can volunteer a 
couple of hours of your time, to make sure everything runs smoothly. 

 Bulletin Board of Bills – Last Call 
Our church's Bulletin Board of Bills will continue through September.  During the summer 
months, church attendance and donations sometimes go down.  This fundraiser is 
designed to make up some of the shortfall.  If you haven't yet had a chance to participate, 
we hope that you'll consider doing so.  It's easy!  Each week in Co's Notes, you'll see a 
selection of typical bills that the church receives - in a variety of different amounts ranging 
from less that $100 to a couple hundred or more.  Just click on one that fits your budget 
and you'll be taken to the church website, where you can make a donation in that 
amount.  A selection of bills is also posted on the bulletin board, outside the church 
office.  Select one and drop the bill and your check (made payable to FCCDP) in the offering 
plate on Sunday morning - or stop in the office with your donation during the week. 

Fundraising Calendar Submissions Sought 
We're currently assembling a calendar of all fundraisers planned by Church Ministries, 
Committees, and other groups during Fiscal 2027 (from July 1, 2026 through June 30, 
2027).  This calendar will be submitted to the Church Council for approval at their 
September meeting.  It's important that the calendar includes all planned fundraisers, so 
we can be sure that multiple groups are not planning events for the same dates.  If you 
have not yet submitted your fundraising plans, please email them 
to surry1024@comcast.net by Sunday, September 20. 

 Church Receives Donation 
The Northwest Suburban Day Care Center, formerly of Des Plaines, closed its center 
permanently in 2024.  At this time, they have completed all required paperwork and tax 
filings and are in the process of passing on remaining funds to programs they believe make 
a meaningful impact in the community.  We are honored to have them recognize the work 
done by FCCDP in the community and receive a check for $12,603.  This donation was an 
unrestricted gift, with the funds to be used at the discretion of the Church [Council]. Per 
our church constitution and bylaws, the funds have been deposited into the Church 
Foundation Next Generation Fund. 
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Key Updates from the STA Office 
Important information from the “Second Time Around” sale office:  The Second Time 
Around (STA) Sale Co-chairs for next year’s sale are – Drumroll, please! -  Marissa Anderson 
and Ellen Alde.                                                                                                     
The 2027 Sale is tentatively scheduled for April 24 and planning is underway BUT we need 
help organizing (setting dates and helping with) dropoffs in October and December.   
We also need help in Housewares.  We’re looking for three or four individuals to operate 

the cash registers for the days of the sale (Thursday, Friday and Saturday April 22 – April 24). 

There are many ways you can help with the sale – selling raffle tickets, putting up signs,  

helping set up and take down the tents, for example.  For additional information please 

speak to Ellen Alde or email her at ealdefccdp@gmail.com.   

The Second Time Around Sale is our church’s largest example of “Living Our Faith Through 
Service.”  Members of the community with limited finances have come to rely on this 
important source of low-cost clothing and household goods.  Plus, it is by far our largest 
church fundraiser of the year – typically bringing in $20,000 to $25,000 for the church’s 
general budget. 

Please step forward and help ensure the future of the “Second Time Around” Sale.     Your 
Church Needs You! 
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Happy Birthday to You!! 
 

Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!! 
If you would like to add/remove a birthday OR have a name revision to share,  

please contact the Church Office at 847/299-5561. 
 

Nina Potempa 01-Sept 
Paul Whittenhall 03-Sept 
Ralph Murdy 06-Sept 
Angela Hinderliter 06-Sept 
Brandonn 
Deadwyler 

09-Sept 

Ansebel DuToit 09-Sept 
Chris Donoghue 10-Sept 
Lauren Muhr 13-Sept 
Rhonda Yost 21-Sept 
Kirsten Tangeros 25-Sept 
Connor Thomas 25-Sept 
Gail Deadwyler 
 

27-Sept 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

From our Historian, Nancy Meyer             (originally published Sept. 2013) 
 
As we get ready to start another Sunday School year, it reminded me of Tidings articles I’d seen 
while doing other Historian research.  I happened to have the hard-bound book of Tidings from 
1941-1946 handy, so here are some excerpts that are sure to boggle your mind!  Remember, 
our “new” church building was just over 10 years old…and minds were all on the war and its 
effects on lives at home. 
 
Tidings  September 1941 - Effective this coming Sunday, Sept. 7th, we go back to the regular 
time of meeting for church and church school, as follows:  9:30 A.M. Church School   10:45 A.M. 
Worship Service with special groups for children.  In “Church School Notes”:  Heading reads 
SEPTEMBER 7, PROMPTLY AT 9:30: OPENING SUNDAY AND PROMOTION DAY.  The teachers 
have sent post cards to all those in their classes just as a reminder and to urge each child to be 
present.  This is also Promotion Sunday.  Please go to your old classes, children, and be ready 
for the Promotion Exercises.  [Historian notes: no worship service at 9:30, no Sunday School at 
10:45….AND it cost only 1¢ to mail a post card!!] 
 
Tidings  November 1941 - “Church School Notes”:  The Church School attendance records show 
311 present on Oct. 5; 325 on Oct. 12; 309 on Oct. 20; 325 on Oct. 27.  This is good work.  
Enrollment for our School now stands at 426.  While this is a good many folks, there is plenty of 
opportunity in this direction.  Next Sunday let’s invite and bring with us to Sunday School these 
of our friends who do not now go elsewhere.  With help from everyone, we are sure that our 
enrollment will soon show well over 500!    Let’s come on time!  Let us be in our places, teachers, 
officers, girls and boys, promptly at 9:30.  Our Sunday School hour, just once a week, is woefully 
short at best.  We need all of it.  For the benefit of parents who bring their children to Sunday 
School each Sunday morning, we again invite you to then come up to the Adult Bible Class which 
meets in the hostess room [Bennett Room today].  This class devotes the first 10 minutes to 
singing so that you will have time to deliver your youngster to his/her dept. and still not be late 
to the A.B.C. study period which opens at 9:40. 
 

   Tidings October, 1942 - The goal for the Church School was still “On to 500…Let’s 
Make It A Reality”.  In that mode, think how many Sunday School teachers were 
involved.  The Tidings had a long article about Leadership Education.  A 6-week 
course was offered, starting on Oct. 12 at 7:30 P.M. and continued for a total of 6 

consecutive Monday evenings.  They expected a large participation of folks outside of our own 
church.   “Let’s waste no time in Sunday School…rather let us be ready each Sunday morning 
with a well-conceived plan and carefully defined policies.”    
[The November 1942 Tidings said we had 43 ‘teachers and officers’.  By October 1946, the total 
was over 50!] 



 

 

 
Tidings  September 1943 - discusses Religious Education Week, starting Sunday, Sept. 26 – Rally 
Day, 9:30:  This will be a special service in the Sanctuary lasting the full church school period.   
Let’s fill the Sanctuary that morning with old pupils, new pupils and friends.  [I wish I had a photo 
of that!]  The consecration service for teachers and officers will be held during the regular church 
service at 10:45 on this Sunday.   
 
Tidings  October 1943 - lists all the Church School Departments, each with its own 
superintendent, & teachers: Nursery, Kindergarten, Primary, Junior, Intermediate, Pilgrim 
Fellowship and Adult Bible Class, with this paragraph: “Our Church School teachers devote many 
hours each week to thoughtful preparation for the Sunday School sessions with their children.  
They take a personal interest in the children they teach.  They find satisfaction in this form of 
Christian service and ask no other reward than that of fellowship with their pupils.” 
 
Tidings  November 1944 - Church School attendance records are the best in the history of the 
church.  A recent Sunday reached an all time high of 364 present.  New pupils coming in each 
Sunday are boosting enrollment figures where the long-dreamed-of day of capacity enrollment 
is in sight. 
 
Tidings  September 1945 - A short time ago a letter was sent to parents of small children offering 
a second session of the Church School during the church service hour at 10:45 o’clock provided 
a sufficient number of parents would find it more convenient for their children to attend at that 
time.  Under this new plan, we will have our regular church school for all ages at 9:30 o’clock as 
usual.  Then at 10:45, a second group of children three years of age and up through the third 
grade will be taught the same lessons by another set of teachers.  The purpose is to make it 
possible for families with young children to make one trip to the church, the children receiving 
their Christian education while the parents attend the worship service. 
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