
 

 

766 Graceland Ave. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

847-299-5561 
www.fccdp.net 

 
 
  
 

Living Our Faith Through Service 

 
 

 

 

A Journey into the Heart of Love 

 

On Thursday, April 2 at 7:30pm, we will gather for a Maundy Thursday service centered on what 
are often called The Seven Last Words of Christ—the final phrases Jesus speaks from the cross. 
These are not simply words about death. They are words about how to live. They are words 
spoken in pain yet filled with purpose. Words spoken in darkness yet carrying light. Words 
spoken at the end… that continue to shape beginnings. 
 
This year, our service will unfold as a journey. After each word, our choir will offer a musical 
reflection from Michael John Trotta’s The Seven Last Words. And as the evening progresses, the 
sanctuary will slowly grow darker—light fading, word by word—until, at the end, only the Christ 
Candle remains. It is a movement from sound into silence, from light into shadow… and into the 
mystery at the heart of our faith. Before we gather, I invite you to sit with these words now. 
 
“Father, forgive them…” 
Even in suffering, Jesus chooses forgiveness. Not because it is easy, but because love refuses to 
let hatred have the final word. What would it mean for us to carry that kind of grace into our 
own lives? 
 
“Today, you will be with me…” 
A promise spoken to a broken man in his final moments. No earning. No proving. Just welcome. 
Jesus reminds us that it is never too late for grace. 
 
“Behold your son… behold your mother…” 
In the shadow of the cross, Jesus creates community. Even here, he is forming relationships of 
care and belonging. We are not meant to walk this life alone. 
 
“I thirst.” 
A deeply human cry. Physical, yes—but also spiritual. A longing that reaches beyond the body. It 
is a reminder that God is not distant from our need, but present within it. 
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“My God, why have you forsaken me?” 
Perhaps the most honest prayer ever spoken. Jesus gives voice to the experience we all know at 
times—the silence of God, the weight of abandonment. And still… he speaks to God. Even in 
doubt, he remains in relationship. 
 
“Into your hands I commend my spirit.” 
A prayer of surrender. Not defeat, but trust. A life placed back into the hands from which it came. 
 
“It is finished.” 
Not a cry of despair, but of completion. Love has been poured out fully. Nothing held back. The 
work is complete. 
 
On Maundy Thursday, we don’t rush past these words. We linger with them. We listen. We 
reflect. We allow them to speak—not only about Jesus, but into our own lives. We will also 
gather at the table, remembering the Last Supper, where Jesus first gave himself in bread and 
cup—an act of love that continues to nourish us still. By the end of the service, the sanctuary will 
be almost entirely dark. And yet, one light will remain—the Christ Candle. A quiet reminder: even 
when everything else fades, the light of Christ does not. 
 
I hope you will join us for this sacred and moving evening. Come and hear the words. Come and 
experience the music. Come and walk the journey. And as we leave in silence and shadow, may 
these words take root in our lives, guiding us to live out our faith through service in all that we 
do. 
 
With love, 
 
Rev. Co 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Worship Ministry 
 

April 5  Easter  
Service of Worship   9:00am – www.fccdp.org 

                                  Fellowship    10:00am 
 Lay Reader    Sharon Urry 

Scripture Reading   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24    
Delivering Flowers    

 
April 12  Communion 

 Service of Worship   9:00am - www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship/Sunday Brunch         10:00am  

 Lay Reader    Ralph Murdy 
 Scripture Reading             1 Peter 1:3-9   

Delivering Flowers   Laura Dahl 
 

April 19              
   Service of Worship   9:00am - www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship/Potluck   10:00am 

 Lay Reader    Kathy Ruedisueli 
 Scripture Reading   1 Peter 1:17-23   

Delivering Flowers   Mary Pittman 
 

April 26  Confirmation Class in Worship    
   Service of Worship   9:00am - www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship         10:00am 

 Lay Reader              Confirmands 
 Scripture Reading             1 Peter 2:19-25                     

Delivering Flowers   Joanne Kimball 

 
Join us for a special Maundy Thursday service on Thursday, April 2 at 7.30pm. Our Chancel 
Choir and guest soloists will perform the Cantata “Seven Last Words,” composed by 
Michael John Trotta. We will be joined by members of the First United Methodist Church 
 of Des Plaines. 
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Children’s & Adult Ed Ministry 
 

 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 

And, they’re off!  Our Easter 
Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday drew 
a large crowd and featured a 
special guest (left) who was 
happy to pose for photos.  Sue 
Almerigi (above), CAE 
coordinator, instructs 
preschoolers and their parents 
to line up for the hunt.  Thanks 
to our PF youth for helping 
with preparations for the big 
day! 



 

 

Membership & Communications Ministry 

 

 
  

                                                          

 
 
 

  

FCC Annual  
All-Church Pool 

Party 
March 2026 

 

From the lap pool to the splash 
pad and the warm water 
wellness pool, there was plenty 
of water fun for all ages at the 
Prairie Lakes Aquatic Center. 



 

 

Come to Creative Conversation 
Our church “book club” will meet on April 13 to discuss Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by 
James McBride.  The book currently is available at the Des Plaines Public Library.  Creative 
Conversation typically meets at 10:00am on the second Monday of the month for a lively 
and informal discussion in the Barwick Room. All are welcome, regardless of whether you’ve 
actually read the book.  You also can join via zoom by using the FCC zoom link. 
 
 

Mission & Outreach Ministry 

 
“Celebration of Hope” Dinner This Month 

All are invited to attend the annual Exodus World Service/Project Survivor “Celebration of 
Hope” benefit dinner at Drury Lane, 100 Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace. The date is 
Thursday, April 16, with the check-in & reception at 5:00pm - 6:00 pm, and the 
complimentary dinner & program to follow at 6:00pm to 8:15pm. Remember to select 
Nancy Brink as your table host to ensure that we all can be seated together. You can register 
by clicking on this link: Celebration of Hope  or speak with Nancy for details. 

Backpack Mission Winding Down for the Year 
From Lowell Handy: The Backpack Mission has arrived at the last two months of the school 
year and we are in great shape, all things considered. The end of May is the end of this year's 
mission, and to fulfill our weekend bags we could use a few more items. Primarily what we 
need to get through this year: 12 boxes of mac & cheese; 15 cans of condensed soup [kid 
friendly]; 15 cans of pasta with meat [we are presently well supplied with ravioli]; 30 fruit 
cups; and 34 main meal stews or substitutes [chili, chunky soup, hash or chicken a la king]. 
Any additional donations will be welcomed and used for next year's Backpack Mission.  [Yes, 
I plan to chair this church outreach project again, with your gracious help — Thank you!]. 
Questions? Lowell Handy handytreesh@att.net. 

FCC to Sponsor 2026 Relay for Life Team 
Our church will participate once again in the Relay for Life, which is scheduled for Friday, 
June 19 from 6:00pm through 10:00pm at 120 N. Babcock Drive, Palatine. Fundraising is 
underway this month and benefits the American Cancer Society. The team’s goal is to raise 
at least $6,500 or possibly beat last year’s fundraising total of $8,015.37! Thanks to our team 
and all the people that donated to make it possible. You now have an opportunity to be part 
of the relay by remembering those who have passed. Simply make a donation and include 
the name, relationship and words “in memory of” or “in honor of” for the luminary then 
forward  to either Paul Schmitt or Garrett Pittman.  Please make checks out to American 
Cancer Society. You can join our team, First Congregational, or donate by clicking on this 
link: Relay-For-Life.  For more information, contact Paul Schmitt 
at: pschmitt9@hotmail.com.   

https://weebly.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f28331dc9ce0a5913e72add&id=24620e10b3&e=370cefb4a6
https://weebly.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f28331dc9ce0a5913e72add&id=2c8050faa0&e=370cefb4a6
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Music & Drama Ministry  

Meet our New Music Director 
Anna Kovalevska has been appointed Director of Music Ministries 
at First Congregational Church.  An accomplished pianist, she has 
served as the church’s Chancel Choir accompanist since 
2020. Anna holds a graduate degree from Kyiv’s National 
University in Ukraine and an Artist Diploma in Piano Performance 
from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, PA.  She has served as a 
staff collaborative pianist at Duquesne University and DePaul 
University and is a current piano faculty member at Merit School 
of Music in Chicago.  The Music Ministries of First Congregational Church include the Chancel 
Choir, Wholly Ringers handbell choir and Chancel Players drama group. Congratulations, 
Anna! 

 

            
 

   

 
 

 

“Around the World in 10 or So Songs” 
spring concert in March featured our 
Wholly Ringers handbell choir, under 
the direction of Ellen Alde, and our 
Chancel Choir plus a drama 
performance and some talented high 
school musicians.  And, of course, 
there was a delicious potluck supper 
beforehand.  Thanks to all who 
helped make the evening a success. 

 
 



 

 

Finance Committee 

Financial Report 

For the month of February, our church had income of $53,299 (which included $15,000+ 
from the Church Foundation and $11,000+ from QCD contributions from church 
members.  Monthly expenses were $33,661, which puts us in a positive position of $19,416 
year-to-date.  Thank you for your ongoing support of FCCDP, with your regular offerings and 
pledges - and your special contributions, include QCDs (Qualified Charitable Distributions) 
from your retirement accounts.  Contact your tax advisor for information about how utilizing 
a QCD to meet your Required Minimum Distribution, will help your save taxes and support 
our church. 

Spring Bake Sale Results 

Thank you to everyone who participated in this year's Spring Holiday Bake Sale - either by 
baking or purchasing some of the "yummy treats" available.  Because of you, we were able 
to raise over $800 for the church's general budget.  Special thanks to Garrett Pittman for all 
his hard work in planning, organizing, and overseeing this fundraiser. 

 Automate Your Giving with ACH 

Many church members have come to appreciate the convenience of electronic giving for 
their pledges and offerings.  They like the comfort of knowing that even if they are not able 
to attend worship, their contribution is still available to further God's work in our church and 
community.  Through ACH, you can schedule your regular offering to be paid via electronic 
transfer from your bank checking or savings account, on a monthly, bi-monthly, or weekly 
basis.  It's easy to get started!  Just contact Eliud Alvarez or the church secretary for more 
information. 

 Budget Requests Due 
All Ministries are reminded that budget requests for the upcoming fiscal year are due by the 
end of April.  Please review your expenses from the current year, consider your plans and 
goals for the coming year, and email your budget request to surry1024@comcast.net, to 
assure that funding for your ministry is included in the budgeting process. 
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Annual Stewardship Drive Begins 
During this year's Stewardship Drive, you'll hear stories about 
how our church is "Living Our Faith Through Service" through 
contributions of your time, your talents, and your financial 
support.  By "Living Our Faith Through Service" - service to each 
other, service to the community, and service to those in need 
both near and far - you make a difference in people's lives.  The 
lives of your fellow church members, members of the 
community, and those in need beyond our local 
community.  Whether it's singing in the church choir to 
enhance the Sunday worship, volunteering your time to work at the Second Time Around 
Sale, or providing financial support for our various church ministries or disaster relief efforts, 
thank you for your support! 

During the next several weeks, as you hear and read our Stewardship stories, we ask that 
you take some time to prayerfully consider the many ways we Live our Faith through 
Service.  And then consider how much more we can accomplish when we all give as we are 
able - of our time, our talents, and our financial resources. 

Save the Date… 

FCCDP's 2026 Craft & Market Day will be held on Saturday, October 3.  Mark the date on 
your calendar!  You'll hear more about this Annual Church Fundraiser over the coming 
months.  We expect to begin accepting table reservations from crafters and other vendors 
beginning in June. 

“Second Time Around” This Month! 

STA sale update from Ellen Alde: As I write this, did you know that in 30 days our 2026 sale 
will be over? EEKKK!!! 

1.  Our last official drop off will be Sunday, April 12 (the only early drop-off date in April) 

following the worship service.  

2.  Our clothing room is FULL and housewares is close on its heels.  

3.  If you miss this drop off, just wait until April 20 to bring your items to their appropriate 

room.   

4. We will be setting up the tents (weather permitting) on the morning of April 15.  Helpers 

welcome. 

5. We are looking for a couple of individuals to help with grilling on April 25. 

6. Please fill out the volunteer forms available so I have enough workers to help cover rooms 

– especially on the days/evenings we are selling to the public.   

7. Bakery will be taking items, starting on Thursday, April 23.  PLEASE mark your items for the 

sale.  Faith and her helpers will do the cutting and sorting of food items. 

 



 

 

Life is good, please stay healthy! 

 

Memorial Gifts to Our Church 

Gifts have been received recently In Memory of Betty Brodie from Deb Alde, Hans & Inge 

Eschenbach, Carl & Judy Mahr, Lowell Handy & Erica Treesh, Kathryn Reiten and Ken & 

Debbie Walusiak. 

        

 
Happy Birthday to You!! 

 
Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!! 

If you would like to add/remove a birthday, please contact  
the Church Office at 847/299-5561. 

 
Anna Lodewyck 02-Apr 
Sharon Urry 02-Apr 
Jason Schacht 04-Apr 
Bill Meincke 06-Apr 
Quinn Yost 07-Apr 
Alex Liston 08-Apr 
Brian Cameron 09-Apr 
Jenna Cooper 16-Apr 
Rick Johnson 18-Apr 
Don Cameron 26-Apr 
Zaphillia Yost 26-Apr 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

From the Community 

The Park Ridge Chorale will present “American Movie Music of the 21st Century” at 

7:00pm on Saturday, April 11 at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Park Ridge.  Church member 

Corrine  Bachar is a featured soloist in the program, and church member Garrett Pittman 

also has a part in the performance.  For details speak with Corrine or visit 

www.parkridgechorale.com. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Save These Dates!      

 
April 2 – Maundy Thursday 
April 5 – Easter Sunday 
April 24/25 – “Second Time Around” Sale 
April 26 – Troop 6 Spaghetti Dinner at FCC 
May 3 – Confirmation Sunday 

http://www.parkridgechorale.com/


 

 

From our Historian, Nancy Meyer                                                  (Originally published May, 2011) 
 
The Second Time Around Sale has been on everyone’s mind and calendar for months.  It is now 
“history” for this year, but some historical questions had been asked of me that I couldn’t 
answer at the time.  How long has FCC been having rummage sales?  When did we start calling 
it “Second Time Around” sale? 
 
I located Church Clerk annual meeting minutes from the 1920’s and 1930’s, but saw no 
reference to rummage sales.  The Social Union did read reports at those meetings, but I haven’t 
found those reports (yet).  The earliest reference to rummage sales I’ve found so far in ‘The 
Tidings’ was in May, 1943, “Don’t forget the rummage sale which is to be given the 13th, 14th 
and 15th of May at 714 Lee St.” That’s in the 3-story yellow brick building just north of Prairie Av., 
maybe an empty storefront then?  In Nov. 1943, “Watch for Rummage Sale SOON”, but I found 
no more references to that sale.  However, during 1944, 4 boxes of used clothing were collected 
for destitute people of Greece, and used clothing was donated to the Leyden House in Chicago 
where it was remade and repaired for the needy.  And in Oct. 1944, the United Nations asked 
the churches of America to collect 15 million pounds of clothing for people in countries being 
liberated by our armies….our church participated in that effort. 
 
The first rummage sale at FCC I found with dollar results reported?   May, 1946 - $424.71.   
Leftovers from the 1947 $450 sale were delivered to the Assyrian Church in Chicago.   In 1950 
the Social Union reported $540 with leftovers to worthy social agencies. In 1951 our 
Constitution’s revision renamed the Social Union as Women’s Fellowship, who continued to 
sponsor the rummage sales for many years.  The 1955 sale, held Thurs. eve from 7-9pm and Fri., 
9-3pm, netted over $600.   The 1960 sale was on Wed., 7-9pm, and Thurs., 10-1pm & 7-9pm. 
with “French Room” shopkeepers asking for your “better things” in way of dresses, jewelry, hats, 
etc.  Results?  Total of $543, of which $245 was from French Room.  Seems I remember the 
‘French Room’ being on the stage or in the 2nd floor Bennett Room in those years. 
 
In 1965 a ‘French Room Coffee Break’ was held on Monday from 9:30 to noon, with admission 
being “better rummage”.   Of the total $696.35 sales on Wed. & Thurs., $331.25 was from the 
French Room.  A committee boxed up 53 boxes of unsold clothing and household goods for 
worthy agencies in ND, KY, MO and several in Chicago.  The 1970 Tidings stated the 4/29-30 
rummage sale would be the first of 2, but I found no reference to the second one.  In fact, as far 
as I can tell, there were no more rummage sales until 1979.  But during that time, FCC was 
sponsoring many other fun activities and fundraisers.  I’m guessing our “surplus” clothing during 
those years found a home in the “Self-Help Closet”, founded in FCC’s basement in 1971. 
 
  



 

 

In 1979 “Second Time Around” sales began, being held in Brehm Hall, just from 10-4pm on 
Saturday.  Requests were for rummage, furniture, toys, books, collectibles/antiques, all kinds of 
stuff.  In 1985, Women’s Fellowship reported $3,685 net profit, which helped purchase new 
stage curtains, drapes for pastor’s study, new card tables, helped toward new Chapel Choir 
robes, PF summer service project and Bell Choir travel expenses. 
 
Skip to 1996:  In January a plea went out from Women’s Fellowship…wanted 
to have a rummage sale, but needed someone to be chairman.  I believe this 
is when the sale really became an “all-church” effort, co-chaired by staff and 
laypeople. The familiar triangular logo-graphic was introduced.   By then we 
had expanded to many rooms in FCC.  Canopy tent, popcorn cart, grilled hotdogs, and 
babysitting “Drop & Shop” were all advertised…inviting the entire community.  Over $10,000 
was netted, going to FCC’s general fund.  In 2000 we netted over $13,000, in 2005 $14,692 and 
in 2010 $20,343.  We’ve come a long way since the $424.71 almost 70 years ago!! 
 
Physical spaces used for the sale changed, days of the week and times of day changed, pricing 
methods changed, ways of displaying ‘merchandise’ changed,  but no matter what year(s) YOU 
were involved, the ‘Thank You’ message published in The Tidings by the co-chairmen in 1996 
really says it for every year.  “The rummage sale exceeded all our expectations!  We are grateful 
to those who volunteered many hours of their valuable time to help out.  We are equally 
appreciative of all the wonderful items that were so generously donated.  This cooperative effort 
raised over $10,000 for our church.  Not only that, it sparked new friendships, rekindled old ones 
and provided numerous opportunities for outreach in our community, including leftovers to the 
needy and recruiting new members.  We feel fully blessed by our success and thank each and 
every one of you from the bottom of our hearts.” 
 
I should add that, during my research, the names of all the wonderful women (and men) who 
were willing to take on the daunting task of chairing these rummage sales over the years brought 
back many memories of those dedicated and generous souls.  I wish I’d had the space to mention 
them by name!   THANK YOU!! 
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