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Made for Glory 

 
Quick Quiz: What is the best the United States Men's National Soccer Team has ever done in a FIFA 
World Cup? If you guessed a third-place finish, you're right! It happened all the way back in 1930, in the 
inaugural tournament.  

As another World Cup unfolds this summer, millions of fans around the world will be cheering for their 
teams. In our household, there may even be room for more than one team! By the time the final is 
played on Sunday, July 19, one nation will be celebrating glory while all the others will go home 
disappointed. That's the nature of sports. There can only be one champion.  

Much of life teaches us to think that way—that only a few people get to be winners while everyone else 
is left behind. But the Bible offers us a very different understanding of glory. In Psalm 8, the psalmist 
stands beneath a vast night sky and asks a question that many of us have probably asked ourselves at 
one time or another: 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; 
what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have 
made them a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor.                                        
                  -Psalm 8:3-5   

However, you’re feeling today—hopeful or despairing, powerless or inspired, lonely or madly in love—
there’s something the psalmist wants you to know. Whatever you’re doing today—marching for an end 
violence, taking your kids to soccer practice, working a second job to make ends meet, or doing 
laundry and cleaning house—there’s something you need to know. 

You were made for glory. You and your neighbor, you and the garbage collector, you and every single 
one of us: made for glory. At first glance, all this talk about being made for glory may sound overly 
optimistic, especially when we cannot help but notice how flawed human beings can be. Even if you 
agree with the theology, it may feel, well, un-Christian to claim such a magnificent origin.  

Some people may feel uncomfortable with the phrase made for glory. After all, Scripture also reminds us 
that we have all fallen short of the glory of God. But falling short of something is not the same as not 
being created for it in the first place. However, you’re feeling and whatever you’re doing, may this be 
the day you begin to claim your glorious, God-given identity. When you are doubting your worth, 
remember that God has crowned you with love, honor, and glory. Not only are you destined for glory, 
but you are made for glory. 

May Team USA be heading for glory this year! But regardless of who lifts the trophy on July 19, may we 
all remember the even better news: Sports glory may belong to only one team, but God has already 
created, crowned, and called each of us to a life of glory, honor, and purpose. We often reserve glory 
for the winners, the giants, and the favorites. Yet Psalm 8 reminds us that God distributes dignity far more 
generously than the world distributes trophies. 
 
With love, 

Rev. Co DuToit 
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Tidings 

   



 

 

 
 
 

Sacred Gatherings 
 
July 5   Worship in the Park/Potluck 

Service of Worship   9:30am – www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship    10:30am 

 Lay Reader     
Scripture Reading   Romans 7:15-25a                    

 
July 12  Communion 

 Service of Worship   9:00am - www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship              10:00am  

 Lay Reader     
 Scripture Reading             Romans 8:1-11 

Delivering Flowers   Marlene & Doug Laws 
 

July 19                          
   Service of Worship   9:00am - www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship/Potluck   10:00am 

 Lay Reader     
 Scripture Reading       Romans 8:12-25                    

Delivering Flowers   Pam Lorvig 
 

July 26    
   Service of Worship   9:00am - www.fccdp.org 
                                  Fellowship         10:00am 

 Lay Reader               
 Scripture Reading             Romans 8:26-39                

Delivering Flowers   Nancy Brink & John Foster 
 

Join us for our annual Worship Service in the Park on Sunday, July 5 at Lake Park in Des Plaines.  
Look for the Optimist Pavilion, located near Lee Street just south of the bandshell. We will 
gather at 9:00am, with an informal service at 9:30am and fellowship to follow. Please bring a 
lawn chair, a dish to share and your own beverage. If you’d rather not share food, feel free to 
bring food for yourself. 
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Open Hearts 
                         

     
A small group of church members traveled to Itasca in June, to visit Springbrook Nature 
Center and enjoy dinner afterwards at a nearby restaurant.  Pictured (left) are Ken Walusiak 
and Jim Ruedisueli and (right) Ellie DuToit and Kathy Ruedisueli.  

Hungry? 
Our church’s next “Let’s Eat Out” is scheduled for Thursday evening, July 23 at Lake Avenue 
Tavern (formerly Johnny’s Kitchen & Tap), at Lake/Euclid and Milwaukee Ave. in Glenview.  
All ages welcome.  Separate checks.  We’ll meet at the restaurant at 5:30pm.  Please sign 
up in the Church Office or through our website if you plan to attend.  Questions?  Speak 
with Debbie Walusiak. 

Snap a Picture, Please! 
A reminder that our annual Summer Vacation photo display will be posted in the church 
hallway cabinet in September.  Whether you travel near or far, host a family gathering, 
attend a special occasion or proudly tend to your garden, please consider sharing one of 
your summer highlights! 

Coffee and… 
A reminder that donations of coffeecake, donuts, fruit and other snacks are most welcome 
during fellowship in Webster Hall on Sunday mornings.  Treats can be dropped off in the 
kitchen before 9:00am worship.  Thank You in advance! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Faith in Action 
 

   
 

FCC Adult Mission Team Report 
(From Jim Foster) In June a group from our church traveled to Pilgrim Park, the UCC Camp 
in Princeton, Il.  This is our fifth year that an FCC mission team has gone there to help the 
camp get ready for the summer season. Other trips this group has completed include Tower 
Hill, the UCC Camp in Sawyer, MI; and disaster recovery trips to Joplin, MO plus New 
Orleans, Nashville, Henryville, IN and Washington, Il.    This year’s team members included  
Jim Foster, Sue & Anthony Almerigi, Kevin Donoghue, Raph Murdy, Rick Warren, Don 
Cameron, John Lodewyck, Jim Ruedisueli and Mary Buchholtz. The group put in 298 working 
hours on this trip, rebuilding a deck and adding a new deck next to it.  Other jobs included 
painting the youth cabins as well as many picnic tables plus other painting jobs.  We 
removed and replaced old and damaged sidings, helped set up the pool area, power washed 
a deck, a bridge and other areas of the camp.  We also split cords of firewood and painted 
the basketball court lines and backstops. We fixed a drain problem from the gutters and 
downspouts, transplanted various plants and helped fix light fixtures to upgrade to LED’s. 
Additional photos can be found in the church hallway display cabinet. 

Christmas in July 
(From Lowell Handy) It's Christmas in July once again. The First Congregational Church will 
again be participating in the Des Plaines Backpack Project this Autumn. In July we present a 
calendar for an item-a-day needs for the coming year. It should be appearing in Co's Notes 
and in the display cabinet by the Church Office. Donations may be presented in August or, 
if you wish to take care of them sooner, place the donations on the bench by the Prechool 
door at church. One need not collect all the items on the calendar, and multiple duplicate 
items are welcome. Just remember to have the items “Use by” date be well into the next 



 

 

school year. If you happen to spot a good sale on useful items during the Summer, feel free 
to stock up; we will use them! Addenda: Notice the call for school supplies also for Des 
Plaines. Many thanks! For further information, contact Lowell at handytreesh@att.net. 
 
 

 
FCC Relay for Life Team Reaches Platinum Status in Fight Against Cancer 

(From Paul Schmitt, FCC team captain) Through the combined efforts of all of you, our FCC 
team reached Platinum giving status in 2026 and placed third in fundraising out of 25 teams.  
Our team raised $8,401 this year to benefit the American Cancer Society. 
Those who were able to attend this year’s RFL in Palatine witnessed a wonderful and 
meaningful event, especially the reading of names represented by the luminarias at the end 
of the evening. We must never forget that the fight continues to eliminate all cancers. 
Once again, my sincere THANK YOU to all who helped make this year’s RFL successful.  I look 
forward to your continued help in 2027. 
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Tending God’s Property 
Have You Ever Wondered… 

(From Jim Foster) Who is using our building? 
We keep the building busy during the week by having other churches and groups using 
some of the rooms. 
On Sunday we have our own worship services and at 10.30am we have a group in Webster 
Hall until 2:00pm that pays $250 a day.  Another church group meets on the third floor 
from 11:00am until 2:00pm and pays $125 per day.  Sunday afternoon we have a dance 
group in Webster Hall from 3:00pm until 5:00pm that pays $75.00.  Sunday night we have 
an NA group in Brehm Hall from 7:00pm until 10:00pm that pays $50 per month. 
Monday at 1:00pm we have a women’s AA group and then another AA group at 5:00pm,  
both of which meet in the Barwick Room and pay $45 per day. Monday night we have a 
dance group in Webster Hall that pays $75.  Tuesday and Thursday we have Cub Scouts and 
Boy Scouts using the building.  Wednesday we have a men’s AA group downstairs in Brehm 
Hall.  Friday night the Seventh Day Adventist church has services plus they use the building 
all day on Saturday,  paying $500 weekly. 
We also have Big Noise Theatre group using the third floor for storage as well as rehearsals. 
And, we have our own FCC groups and ministries using the building during the month.   We 
bring in about $57,500 per year from the outside groups. 

 
Finance Committee 

Financial Report 
Income for the month of May was $23,745, while expenses totaled $28,868, resulting in a 
monthly shortfall of $5,123.  The good news is that year-to-date, we are still running 
$16,646 in the black.  Thank you to all our church members and friends who have kept up 
with their offerings and pledges this year.  And a special thank you to everyone who 
provided additional support with QCDs (Qualified Charitable Distributions) 

 Need a Vacation? 
Plan your own mini-vacation or give a gift to someone special. The Finance Committee is 
sponsoring a raffle for 2 nights at the Hilton Garden Inn, located adjacent to the Rivers 
Casino in Des Plaines.  Newly renovated, the hotel features an indoor pool, splashpad, 
whirlpool, and 24-hour fitness center.  It's located just a mile from the Allstate Arena, 
Rosemont Theatre, and Parkway Bank Entertainment area - and offers a free airport 
shuttle. Two nights in a standard guestroom plus free parking is valued up to $400+.  Raffle 
tickets are just $5 each, or five for $20.  Purchase yours today or during the week in the 
church office.  Tickets are on sale through July 20, with the winner announced the following 
day.  Winner must redeem free hotel stay by December 31, 2026. 
 



 

 

 Bulletin Board of Bills 
Every year during the "lazy days of summer," our church conducts a Bulletin Board of Bills 
fundraiser.  This year, it will take place from the 4th of July through Labor Day.  We've tried 
to make it easy for everyone to participate.  A selection of typical bills that the church 
receives - in a variety of amounts ranging from just a few dollars to a couple hundred or 
more - will be posted on the Bulletin Board outside the Church office.  Just select one that 
fits within your budget and make a donation to the church in that amount.  Mail a check 
payable to the church, drop a check in the offering plate on Sunday morning, or logon to 
the church website to pay the amount selected via PayPal.  A selection of bills will also be 
included weekly, in Co's Notes.  Please consider participating in this important church 
fundraiser. 

 Craft & Market Day Coming This Fall 
FCCDP's 2026 Craft & Market Day will take place on Saturday, October 3, from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm.  Mark your calendar!  Once again indoor tables and outdoor spaces will be made 
available to crafters, artisans, and vendors.  We hope to have a record number of 
participants this year.  Help us reach that goal!  Spread the word to your friends and family 
members who might be interested in participating.  Registration forms are available on the 
credenza outside the church office, and online on the church website.  We're looking for a 
volunteer to organize and oversee this year's Craft & Market Day raffle.  If you can help 
with this important fundraiser, please contact Daisy Farley or Sharon Urry. 

Help Wanted 
1. The Second Time Around sale office is looking for two individuals to serve as Co-Chairman 

for the sale. Get on board now to help plan.   For more information, please contact Ellen 
Alde [ealdefccdp@gmail.com] 

2. The STA sale next year is scheduled for April 24, with set-up beginning on April 17.  The 
STA sale is one of the larger fundraisers for our church  

3. Our goal next year is to meet or exceed $20,000 [This year we reached approximately 
$25,000 – THANK YOU to everyone involved] 

4. Dropoff dates have not yet been set - earliest would be September. 
5. More information coming in August. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  

Happy Birthday to You!! 
 

Congratulations to the following church members/friends on their birthdays!! 
If you would like to add/remove a birthday OR have a name revision to share,  

please contact the Church Office at 847/299-5561. 
 

Robert Phillips 04-July 
Dee Hardesty 05-July 
Karsten Hahn 15-July 
Marcia Urban 15-July 
Barry Haas 20-July 
Grace Olsen 21-July 
Emma Bryers 29-July 
Dan Ruedisueli 29-July 
  
  
  
  

 
 
  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 



 

 

From our Historian, Nancy Meyer                                       (originally published 6/29/2009) 
 
As we approach Independence Day and the annual Des Plaines parade, I started thinking of the 
floats FCC entered in years past, especially the replica of the Mayflower lovingly constructed for 
the Bicentennial parade in 1976.  I mentioned my idea for this article in the office one morning 
and Janet Thompson said, “Oh, I’ve got some photos.  Let me run up and get them.”  Then search 

began for articles about it in the Tidings 
archives.   

March 1975:  To raise funds, FCC created 
certificates.  Everyone was encouraged to “Buy 
a Share” in the Mayflower Compact 1776, just 
$1.00 each.  Our church heritage is proudly 
represented by the faith of the Pilgrims, who 
sailed to the new world in 1620 on the 

‘Mayflower’, 
seeking freedom of 
religion, one of the 
basic freedoms 

included in the Constitution.”  
April 1975: “Replica will be 13 ft. high from the ground, the 

max. allowable height, and is to be built to a scale of 1 ft. to 10 ft.  
The Congregational Churches of America are direct descendants of 
the Pilgrims, and are proud of their heritage.”   

June 13, 1976: “Independence Day this year is something 
special for all of us as we celebrate the 200th birthday of our land. 
The 4th of July parade brings to us a challenge we have never faced 
before. Our church is entering a float in that parade, as are other 
churches. Plans continue to complete a model of the Mayflower, 

which honors our 
past as a church. We are seeking workmen to 
share in the construction of the grand old ship. It 
is going to take a bit more money to get the 
materials into their hands to complete a float we 
can be proud of. You can help. Buy a Mayflower 
Compact 1776m and receive a fine memento of 
your gift, for $1 at the coffee hour. You can help 
us launch a good ship.”   
 



 

 

June 20, 1976 (final Tidings issue before fall): “Art Wetter [float designer] reports the 
Mayflower III is well on its way to launching. To date we can report that parts have been ‘farmed’ 
out. Gil Horn is assembling the masts, Don Rousey is making deadeyes and Vern Luebbers is 
making the half deck grading. Gil Newman made the cargo hatch cover and Roselyn Newman 
the sails, Warren Wittbold the posts and ram heads, Less Strom the anchors and rudder, Ken 
Robison the ensign, Rose Sayad the British flag, Katherine Robison the admiral’s insignia. Rev. 
Scheuer is doing the Mayflower insignia. Other parts to be made are beak heads, aft cub ridge 
head, kevels, and other things. The final assembly work such as painting, rigging will be done in 
the final 2 weeks. Around June 30, the farm wagon will be assembled and the ship mounted. On 
July 1, the masts will go up with the rigging. All must be completed by Saturday evening, July 3, 
so that it will be ready to go on Sunday morning, AND when it is all over, it must be brought back 
to the church and taken apart and stowed away.” 

                   We won First Place!!    
Rev. Garry Scheuer tells me it was constructed on the stage in Webster Hall, where it 

continued to be stored and used for other events.  
Dr. Grice tells me it remained on the stage until Rev. Laaser wanted to start using the 

stage for plays in the mid-1980’s. Back to the archives....I found mention in April 1985 council 
minutes that through Wally Phillips of WGN Radio, our float went to a Mr. Joe Hess. Dr. Grice 
thought it was for a restaurant in the NW suburbs. We have a photo of the gentleman and 2 
movers. Dr. Grice remembers that it weighed several hundred pounds, and many “expletive 
deleted” words were used as they struggled to get it out of FCC!! (See display case for more 
photos.) 
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